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ABSTRACT:- 

Tulsi (Ocimum sanctum), commonly known as Holy Basil, is a highly revered medicinal herb in traditional Indian systems of medicine such as Ayurveda. Widely 

recognized for its therapeutic properties, tulsi has been used for centuries in the treatment of various ailments. This review highlights the plant's broad range of 

pharmacological activities, including its antioxidant, anti-inflammatory, antimicrobial, adaptogenic, and immunomodulatory effects. The herb is rich in bioactive 

compounds like eugenol, ursolic acid, and rosmarinic acid, which contribute to its health benefits. Tulsi has shown potential in managing conditions like stress, 

respiratory disorders, diabetes, and cardiovascular diseases. Its ability to modulate the immune system and combat oxidative stress makes it a valuable addition to 

modern medicine. This review consolidates current research on tulsi's medicinal properties, emphasizing its potential role in enhancing overall health and well-

being. 
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Introduction:- 

Tulsi (Ocimum sanctum), commonly referred to as Holy Basil, is a highly revered plant in Indian culture, particularly in the Ayurvedic system of medicine. 

Known as the "Queen of Herbs," tulsi holds immense spiritual, cultural, and medicinal significance. It has been cultivated for thousands of years across 

India and other tropical regions for its profound therapeutic properties. In Ayurveda, tulsi is regarded as a Rasayana, a herb that promotes longevity and 

rejuvenation. It is frequently used to boost immunity, combat stress, and support overall well-being. The herb is also integral to many religious practices, 

where it symbolizes purity and spiritual connection. From a scientific standpoint, tulsi is rich in phytochemicals such as eugenol, rosmarinic acid, and 

ursolic acid, which contribute to its diverse health benefits. These compounds give tulsi its powerful antioxidant, anti-inflammatory, antimicrobial, and 

adaptogenic properties. As a result, tulsi is used in modern medicine for managing stress, respiratory conditions, metabolic disorders, and even as a 

preventive against various infections. The importance of tulsi transcends its medicinal value, making it one of the most studied and widely used plants in 

natural and integrative healthcare. This introduction highlights tulsi’s multifaceted role in health and wellness, providing a foundation for further 

exploration of its medicinal properties.  

Types of Tulsi : 
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Classification of Tulsi : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health benefits of tulsi in our daily life:-  

The tulsi plant has many medicinal properties. The leaves are a nerve tonic and also sharpen memory. They promote the removal of the catarrhal matter 

and phlegm from the bronchial 

tube. The leaves strengthen the stomach and induce copious perspiration. The seed of the plant are mucilaginous. Fever and Common Cold: The leaves 

of basil are specific for many fevers. During the rainy season, when malaria and dengue fever are widely prevalent, tender leaves, boiled with tea, act as 

preventive against theses diseases. In case of acute fevers, a decoction of the leaves boiled with powdered cardamom in half a litre of water and mixed 

with sugar and milk brings down the temperature. The juice of tulsi leaves can be used to bring down fever. Extract of tulsi leaves in fresh water should 

be given every 2-3hrs. 

 

1. Boosts Immunity 

Tulsi is renowned for its immunomodulatory properties. Regular consumption of Tulsi can enhance the body’s ability to fight infections by strengthening 

the immune system. Tulsi contains bioactive compounds such as eugenol and ursolic acid, which stimulate the production of immune cells like T-cells 

and natural killer cells. This makes it highly effective in combating viral, bacterial, and fungal infections. 

Daily Use: Drinking Tulsi tea or chewing fresh Tulsi leaves helps to bolster immunity, especially during cold and flu seasons. 

 

2. Reduces Stress and Anxiety 

Tulsi is an excellent adaptogen, meaning it helps the body adapt to stress and promotes mental balance. It reduces the production of the stress hormone 

cortisol and enhances resilience to both physical and mental stress. Tulsi can alleviate symptoms of anxiety, depression, and fatigue, improving overall 

mental clarity and emotional well-being. 

Daily Use: Consuming Tulsi-infused water or taking Tulsi supplements can help manage stress and improve mood stability. 

 

3. Promotes Respiratory Health 

Tulsi is highly effective in treating respiratory disorders such as asthma, bronchitis, and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). It has natural 

expectorant properties that help clear mucus from the airways, and its anti-inflammatory effects reduce congestion and soothe respiratory discomfort. 

Daily Use: Inhaling steam with Tulsi leaves or drinking Tulsi tea can help relieve symptoms of cough, cold, and sinus congestion. 

 

4. Improves Digestive Health 

Tulsi aids in digestion by stimulating the production of digestive enzymes and reducing gastric acidity. It is also known to alleviate indigestion, bloating, 

and acid reflux. Additionally, its gastroprotective properties help prevent the formation of ulcers and protect the stomach lining from damage. 

Daily Use: Chewing fresh Tulsi leaves before meals or drinking Tulsi tea can promote healthy digestion and prevent acidity. 

 

5. Supports Cardiovascular Health 

Tulsi has cardioprotective properties due to its ability to lower cholesterol levels, reduce blood pressure, and prevent the formation of arterial plaque. Its 

antioxidant compounds, particularly ursolic acid and rosmarinic acid, help protect the heart and blood vessels from oxidative stress and inflammation, 

reducing the risk of heart disease. 

Daily Use: Adding Tulsi to your daily tea or using Tulsi supplements can support heart health and help regulate cholesterol. 

 

6. Regulates Blood Sugar Levels 

Tulsi is known for its hypoglycemic effects, making it beneficial for people with type 2 diabetes. It helps regulate blood sugar levels by improving insulin 

sensitivity and reducing the absorption of glucose in the intestines. This can help prevent blood sugar spikes and improve glycemic control. 
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Daily Use: Drinking Tulsi tea or consuming Tulsi extract before meals can help manage blood sugar levels. 

 

7. Enhances Skin and Hair Health 

Tulsi’s antibacterial, antifungal, and antioxidant properties make it an effective natural remedy for skin conditions like acne, eczema, and infections. It 

helps purify the blood and remove toxins from the body, leading to clearer skin. Tulsi also promotes hair health by reducing scalp infections, controlling 

dandruff, and stimulating hair growth. 

Daily Use: Applying Tulsi paste on the skin or using Tulsi-infused oils for hair treatment can improve skin complexion and promote hair growth. 

 

8. Acts as a Natural Detoxifier 

Tulsi helps detoxify the body by promoting the elimination of toxins through urine and supporting liver function. Its diuretic properties help flush out 

waste products, while its antioxidant content protects the liver from oxidative damage, making Tulsi an excellent herb for overall detoxification. 

Daily Use: Drinking a cup of Tulsi tea in the morning can help cleanse the body and support liver function. 

 

9. Relieves Headaches and Migraines 

Tulsi’s analgesic and antispasmodic properties make it an effective remedy for headaches and migraines. It helps reduce tension, relax muscles, and 

alleviate the pain associated with chronic headaches. 

Daily Use: Drinking Tulsi tea or applying a paste of Tulsi leaves to the forehead can provide relief from headaches and migraines. 

10. Improves Oral Health Tulsi’s antibacterial properties make it an excellent remedy for oral health. It helps prevent gingivitis, bad breath, and tooth 

decay by inhibiting the growth of harmful bacteria in the mouth. Chewing Tulsi leaves or using Tulsi-based toothpaste can improve oral hygiene.  

Daily Use: Chewing fresh Tulsi leaves daily or using Tulsi-infused mouthwash can help maintain oral health and prevent dental issues.  

Marketed preparation of Tulsi :  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conclusion:- 

Tulsi (Ocimum sanctum), also known as Holy Basil, holds a prominent place in traditional Ayurvedic medicine and has been recognized for its extensive 

therapeutic potential. Through numerous studies, Tulsi has demonstrated a wide range of pharmacological activities including antioxidant, anti-

inflammatory, antimicrobial, adaptogenic, and anticancer properties. These therapeutic benefits are largely attributed to the bioactive compounds present 

in Tulsi, such as eugenol, ursolic acid, and rosmarinic acid. The adaptogenic effects of Tulsi help in stress management, promoting resilience to physical, 

emotional, and environmental stressors. Additionally, Tulsi has shown promise in supporting cardiovascular health, improving immune function, and 

even combating metabolic disorders. Its antimicrobial properties make it effective against a variety of pathogens, further reinforcing its value in promoting 

overall health and well-being. However, despite the vast array of preclinical studies supporting Tulsi’s health benefits, more clinical trials are needed to 

validate its efficacy and safety in human populations. Future research should focus on standardizing the dosage and understanding the long-term effects 

of its use.  
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