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ABSTRACT 

Deterritorialization in this context refers to the breaking down of the social and cultural boundaries that define the different castes in India. These boundaries are 

enforced through various mechanisms, including religion, tradition, and social norms. According Ambedkar, the caste system is perpetuated by the fact that each 

caste has its own distinct set of customs, practices, and rituals, which are used to reinforce the social hierarchy. By promoting deterritorialization, Ambedkar aims 

to create a society where individuals are not defined by their caste or their social status, but rather by their abilities and achievements. This involves breaking down 

the barriers that separate different castes and creating a more inclusive society that is based on equality and social justice. Overall, Ambedkar's idea of 

deterritorialization is a powerful tool for understanding the caste system in India and the ways in which it perpetuates social inequality. By breaking down these 

barriers and promoting equality and social justice, Ambedkar believed that it was possible to create a more just and equitable society. This paper will examine the 

concept of deterritorialization in Annihilation of Caste, its implications for understanding the caste system in India and its two important concepts in “Annihilation 

of Caste” such as varna system and inter-caste marriage. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Annihilation of Caste is a seminal work by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, which was first published in 1936 as an introduction to collection of essays at Jat-Pat 

Todak Mandal, a group of social reformers from Lahore. He  one of the foremost social reformers, prominent Indian jurist, economist, and politician, 

who is also known as the architect of the Indian Constitution Originally written in 1936, it is a scathing critique of the Hindu caste system and its effects 

on the Indian society. Ambedkar’s work is a powerful indictment of the social, political, and economic exclusion of the untouchable castes in India. It 

lays bare the deep-seated prejudices and discriminatory practices that have been perpetuated in the name of religion, tradition, and culture. One of the 

key themes of Annihilation of Caste is deterritorialization, which refers to the breaking down of social and cultural boundaries that have been imposed 

on individuals and groups. This paper will examine the concept of deterritorialization in Annihilation of Caste, its implications for understanding the 

caste system in India and its two important concepts in Annihilation of Caste such as varna system and inter-caste marriage. 

DETERRITORIALIZATION 

Deterritorialization is a concept in sociology, geography and cultural studies that refers to the breaking down or weakening of the connections between a 

particular geographic location and the social, cultural and economic practices associated with it. It is the process by which social, cultural and economic 

activities become disconnected from their traditional spatial contexts, and can occur at both local and global levels. 

This concept is often used to describe the effects of globalization, as new technologies and communication networks have made it easier for people, 

goods, and information to move across borders and break free from traditional territorial boundaries. As a result, cultural practices, economic activities, 

and social relations become more fluid and can occur across multiple locations, rather than being tied to single place. 

Deterritorialization can have both positive and negative effects. On the one hand, it can lead to greater cultural exchange and the spread of new ideas and 

practices, while on the other hand, it can also lead to the loss of traditional cultural practices and a sense of place-based identity. 

DETERRITORIALIZATION IN ANNIHILATION OF CASTE 

Ambedkar uses the term deterritorialization to describe the process by which individuals and groups break free from the constraints of their social and 

cultural contexts. He argues that the caste system is a form of territorialization, in which people are defined and confined by their birth into a particular 

caste. The caste system assigns each person a specific role and status in society, based solely on their caste. This system denies individuals the freedom 

to choose their occupation, education, and social status. 
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Ambedkar argues that deterritorialization is essential for the annihilation of caste. He argues that the untouchable castes must break free from their social 

and cultural contexts in order to challenge the caste system. This means that they must reject the roles and status that have been assigned to them, and 

demand equal rights and opportunities. Ambedkar also uses the concept of deterritorialization to describe the process by which the caste system is 

perpetuated. He argues that the caste system maintains its power by creating and reinforcing social and cultural boundaries that prevent individuals from 

interacting with members of other castes. By breaking down these boundaries, Ambedkar believes that it is possible to weaken the hold of the caste 

system on Indian society. 

IMPLICATIONS OF DETERRITORIALIZATION FOR UNDERSTANDING THE CASTE SYSTEM 

The concept of deterritorialization has important implications for understanding the caste system in India. It highlights the ways in which the caste system 

perpetuates social and cultural boundaries that prevent individuals from realizing their full potential.  

It also underscores the importance of breaking down these boundaries in order to challenge the caste system and achieve social justice. Deterritorialization 

also raises important questions about the role of identity in social and political movements. Ambedkar argues that deterritorialization is essential for the 

annihilation of caste, but he also acknowledges that this process can be difficult and painful. Deterritorialization requires individuals to reject the roles 

and status that have been assigned to them, and to embrace new identities and aspirations. This can be a daunting task, especially for those who have been 

marginalized and oppressed for generations. 

AMBEDKAR'S CRITIQUE OF THE VARNA SYSTEM 

The varna system is a social classification system that has been in practice in India for thousands of years. It divides society into four main categories or 

varnas - Brahmins (priests and scholars), Kshatriyas (warriors and rulers), Vaishyas (merchants and traders), and Shudras (laborers and artisans). The 

system is based on the idea of social hierarchy, with Brahmins at the top and Shudras at the bottom. However, this system has also been a subject of 

controversy and criticism, with many scholars and social activists calling it discriminatory and oppressive. 

One such scholar and social activist who vehemently opposed the varna system was Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. He was born into a Dalit family, which was 

considered the lowest caste in the varna system. Throughout his life, he fought against the social discrimination and oppression faced by the Dalit 

community and other marginalized sections of society. In this research paper, we will explore Ambedkar's views on the varna system and his ideas for 

social reform. 

Ambedkar saw the varna system as a major obstacle to social equality and justice. He believed that the system was inherently discriminatory and 

perpetuated the subjugation of lower castes, especially the Dalits. According to him, the varna system was based on the false notion of "purity" and 

"pollution," which led to the stigmatization of certain castes as impure and untouchable. Ambedkar also criticized the Brahminical ideology that formed 

the basis of the varna system. He argued that Brahmins had monopolized knowledge and education, which gave them a privileged position in society. 

This, in turn, allowed them to maintain their dominance over other castes and perpetuate the system of social hierarchy. Furthermore, Ambedkar pointed 

out that the varna system had led to economic exploitation and poverty among the lower castes. Since the system was based on birth and not merit, it 

denied equal opportunities to individuals and perpetuated the cycle of poverty and marginalization. 

Ambedkar's critique of the varna system was not just limited to theoretical analysis. He also proposed concrete measures for social reform and the 

empowerment of the lower castes. One of his most significant contributions in this regard was the drafting of the Indian Constitution, which abolished 

untouchability and ensured equal rights and opportunities for all citizens. Ambedkar also emphasized the importance of education and the need to provide 

equal opportunities for all. He believed that education was the key to breaking the cycle of poverty and marginalization and empowering the lower castes. 

He founded a number of educational institutions, including the People's Education Society, which aimed to provide education to Dalits and other 

marginalized communities.  

Therefore, he called for a radical transformation of society, where caste would be eliminated, and individuals would be judged on the basis of their merit 

and character. Ambedkar's critique of the varna system and his vision for social reform were rooted in his commitment to social justice and equality. He 

saw the varna system as a major obstacle to these ideals and worked tirelessly to create a more just and egalitarian society. His contributions to Indian 

society and his legacy continue to inspire generations of social activists. 

AMBEDKAR'S CRITIQUE OF INTER-CASTE MARRIAGE 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was a strong advocate for inter-caste marriage. In Annihilation of Caste, Ambedkar argues that the caste system is a social evil that 

perpetuates inequality and injustice. He believes that the only way to eradicate caste-based discrimination is to break down the barriers between castes, 

and one way to do this is through inter-caste marriage.  

He argues that inter-caste marriage is not only a personal choice but a social duty that every individual owes to society. According to Ambedkar, inter-

caste marriage would result in the creation of a new casteless society, where caste distinctions would disappear and individuals would be judged solely 

on their merit and character. Ambedkar acknowledges that inter-caste marriage is not an easy task, given the strong opposition it faces from society.  
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 Ambedkar also criticizes the arguments made by proponents of caste purity who believe that inter-caste marriage would lead to the mixing of superior 

and inferior castes, resulting in the degradation of the superior castes. He argues that this view is based on a flawed understanding of genetics and biology 

and is a reflection of the caste system's irrational and unscientific nature.  

Therefore, Ambedkar's views on inter-caste marriage were based on his belief in the principles of equality, social justice, and the annihilation of the caste 

system. He believed that inter-caste marriage was a necessary step towards achieving these goals and that it was the responsibility of every individual to 

work towards this end. His views continue to be relevant today, and his advocacy for inter-caste marriage remains an important part of his legacy in the 

fight against caste-based discrimination 

CONCLUSION 

Deterritorialization is a powerful concept in Annihilation of Caste by Ambedkar. It highlights the ways in which the caste system perpetuates social and 

cultural boundaries that limit the potential of individuals and groups. It also underscores the importance of breaking down these boundaries in order to 

challenge the caste system and achieve social justice.  

 Deterritorialization has important implications for understanding the caste system in India, and for thinking about the role of identity in social and 

political movements. Overall, Ambedkar’s work is a powerful call to action for those who seek to challenge the caste system and build a more just and 

inclusive society. 
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