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Introduction  

The ever-increasing urbanization and population growth have led to a significant surge in organic waste generation within cities. As waste management 

practices evolve to address environmental concerns, there is a growing interest in repurposing city-derived organic waste as a valuable resource in 

agriculture. This review article aims to explore the potential of city waste-derived manure as an emerging resource for enhancing crop yield and improving 

soil health.The utilization of urban organic waste, such as food scraps, yard waste, and sewage sludge, presents a unique opportunity to address two 

critical challenges simultaneously: sustainable waste management and agricultural productivity. The nutrient-rich content of these waste materials can be 

harnessed through various processing techniques like composting, anaerobic digestion, and vermiculture. As a result, waste is transformed into nutrient-

dense organic manure that can be applied to agricultural fields to enrich soil fertility. 

Recent studies have highlighted the positive impacts of city waste-derived manure on crop yield enhancement and soil health improvement. The nutrient 

profile of the manure, including nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium, and micronutrients, contributes to improved plant nutrition and growth. Moreover, the 

organic matter in the manure enhances soil structure, water-holding capacity, and microbial activity, ultimately promoting better nutrient cycling and 

reducing soil erosion risks.However, the integration of city waste-derived manure into agriculture is not without challenges. Ensuring the quality and 

safety of the manure product, managing potential contaminants, and navigating regulatory frameworks are key considerations. Additionally, optimizing 

waste collection and processing systems to ensure a consistent and reliable source of quality manure requires careful planning and coordination.This 

review will consolidate existing research on the composition of urban organic waste, various processing techniques, nutrient bioavailability, effects on 

soil health, crop yield enhancement, environmental implications, challenges, and best practices. By critically analyzing the current state of knowledge, 

this article aims to provide valuable insights into the role of city waste-derived manure as an emerging resource for sustainable agriculture. 

Urban Organic Waste Composition and Generation 

Urban areas are significant contributors to the generation of organic waste due to population density, consumer practices, and economic activities. The 

composition of urban organic waste is diverse and includes a range of materials such as food scraps, yard trimmings, paper, and sewage sludge. These 

materials contain valuable nutrients that, if properly managed, can be transformed into nutrient-rich manure for agricultural applications.Food waste 

constitutes a substantial portion of urban organic waste, with a study by Eriksson et al. (2020) estimating that up to 40% of municipal solid waste in urban 

areas comprises organic matter, much of which is edible food. Yard trimmings, including leaves, branches, and grass clippings, also contribute 

significantly to the organic waste stream (Srinivasan et al., 2019). Moreover, the organic fraction of sewage sludge, a byproduct of wastewater treatment, 

contains organic matter and nutrients, making it a potential resource for organic manure (Zorpas et al., 2017). 

The generation of urban organic waste is influenced by various factors, including population density, consumption patterns, and waste management 

practices. Rapid urbanization often leads to increased waste generation due to higher consumerism and changing lifestyles (Lombardi et al., 2015). 

Economic factors, such as urban agriculture and food-related businesses, also contribute to the organic waste stream.Effective waste management 

strategies are crucial to harnessing the potential of urban organic waste. Proper waste segregation, collection, and processing systems are necessary to 

divert organic waste from landfills and incineration facilities. Community engagement and awareness campaigns play a vital role in encouraging waste 

reduction and responsible disposal practices (Eriksson et al., 2020). 
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mailto:kmanikant270@gmail.com


International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 4, no 8, pp 2383-2387 August 2023                                     2384

 

 

Processing and Conversion Techniques 

The effective transformation of urban organic waste into nutrient-rich manure requires appropriate processing techniques that promote decomposition, 

pathogen reduction, and nutrient preservation. In India, where urban waste management is a pressing issue, various methods have been explored to convert 

city waste into valuable resources for agriculture. 

Composting is a widely practiced technique in India for converting organic waste into compost. Vermicomposting, a subset of composting that involves 

the use of earthworms to accelerate decomposition, has gained popularity due to its efficiency and ability to produce high-quality vermicompost 

(Rajeshwari et al., 2013). Studies by Yadav et al. (2017) highlighted the benefits of vermicomposting in reducing waste volume and enhancing nutrient 

content. 

Anaerobic digestion is another method that is gaining attention in India for organic waste management. This process involves the breakdown of organic 

matter in the absence of oxygen, producing biogas and nutrient-rich digestate. Research by Yadav and Garg (2019) demonstrated the feasibility of 

anaerobic digestion in treating mixed organic waste and generating biogas for energy while producing a nutrient-enriched slurry suitable for agricultural 

use. 

In recent years, decentralized waste management models have been implemented in Indian cities, involving community-based composting and biogas 

generation units. The Chennai Solid Waste Management Project is an example of a successful decentralized waste management initiative that converts 

organic waste into compost and biogas at the neighborhood level (Ravindranath et al., 2017). These processing techniques align with India's emphasis on 

sustainable waste management and resource recovery. They not only divert organic waste from landfills but also provide opportunities to address soil 

fertility and crop productivity challenges in agriculture. 

Nutrient Content and Bioavailability 

City waste-derived manure is a potential source of essential nutrients for crop growth. In India, where nutrient deficiencies are a concern in many 

agricultural soils, understanding the nutrient content and bioavailability of such manure is crucial. 

Studies conducted by Kumar et al. (2017) found that city waste-derived compost had appreciable levels of nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium, along 

with micronutrients like zinc and copper. These nutrients are essential for crop development and yield enhancement. Furthermore, the organic nature of 

the manure ensures slow release of nutrients, reducing the risk of nutrient leaching and improving nutrient uptake by plants (Jha et al., 2020).The 

bioavailability of nutrients from city waste-derived manure depends on its composition and processing methods. Research by Sharma et al. (2018) 

demonstrated that composting effectively mineralizes organic matter, converting it into plant-available forms. Additionally, vermicomposting has been 

shown to increase nutrient bioavailability due to the action of earthworms breaking down organic matter (Das et al., 2016).However, nutrient imbalances 

and potential contaminants need to be managed. Garg et al. (2019) pointed out that excessive phosphorus levels in some city waste-derived manures may 

lead to nutrient imbalances in soil. Addressing these challenges requires careful monitoring of nutrient ratios and proper quality control during waste 

processing. 

Impact on Soil Health 

The integration of city waste-derived manure into agricultural systems holds significant implications for soil health enhancement. In India, where soil 

degradation is a growing concern, understanding the effects of such manure on soil properties is essential. 

Research by Saxena et al. (2019) demonstrated that the organic matter in city waste-derived compost improves soil structure and aggregation, leading to 

enhanced water-holding capacity and reduced soil erosion. This organic matter also acts as a substrate for beneficial microorganisms, supporting microbial 

diversity and activity (Mandal et al., 2017).The nutrient content of the manure contributes to improved soil fertility. Studies by Singh et al. (2018) 

indicated that city waste-derived compost increased soil nutrient levels, resulting in better nutrient availability for plants. Additionally, the slow release 

of nutrients from the manure ensures sustained nutrient supply, reducing the need for frequent fertilization (Sharma et al., 2016). 

The application of city waste-derived manure positively influences soil pH, as demonstrated by research from Kumar et al. (2019). This can be particularly 

beneficial in soils with pH imbalances, as the manure helps in pH moderation. Moreover, the improved soil structure and enhanced microbial activity 

contribute to increased nutrient cycling and overall soil health (Rai et al., 2021).However, the impact on soil health may vary depending on factors such 

as application rates, soil type, and management practices. Proper application guidelines are crucial to avoid excessive nutrient accumulation and potential 

adverse effects on soil quality (Jain et al., 2020). 

Enhanced Crop Yield and Productivity 

In India, where sustainable agriculture is crucial for food security, the integration of city waste-derived manure has shown promising results in enhancing 

crop yield and overall productivity. 
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Research conducted by Kumar et al. (2020) demonstrated that the application of city waste-derived compost led to increased crop yields in various crops, 

including rice, wheat, and vegetables. The nutrient-rich composition of the manure contributed to improved plant nutrition and growth, translating into 

higher yields. 

City waste-derived manure's slow-release nature provides a continuous supply of nutrients to plants throughout the growing season. This sustained nutrient 

availability was shown to be beneficial in nutrient-poor soils (Pandey et al., 2018). Additionally, the improvement in soil structure and water-holding 

capacity from the manure application positively impacted plant root development and water use efficiency (Khan et al., 2019). 

Studies have also highlighted the positive impact of city waste-derived manure on crop quality. Research by Sharma and Kumar (2017) indicated an 

increase in the nutrient content of crops grown with the manure, contributing to improved nutritional quality. 

While the positive effects on crop yield and productivity are evident, proper application rates and timing are critical to avoid over-application and potential 

negative impacts (Gupta et al., 2019). 

Challenges and Limitations 

While city waste-derived manure offers significant benefits, its adoption in India also comes with certain challenges and limitations that need to be 

addressed for successful implementation. 

Quality Control: Ensuring consistent quality of city waste-derived manure is crucial. Variability in waste composition and processing methods can lead 

to fluctuations in nutrient content and potential contaminants (Jain et al., 2017). 

Pathogen Risk: Inadequate processing of organic waste can result in the presence of pathogens in the manure. This poses risks to both plant health and 

food safety (Lal et al., 2019). 

Regulatory Framework: A lack of clear regulations and guidelines for city waste-derived manure can hinder its safe and effective use. Comprehensive 

standards are needed to ensure quality and minimize environmental and health risks (Sharma et al., 2018). 

Contaminant Accumulation: Depending solely on city waste as a nutrient source can lead to the accumulation of heavy metals and other contaminants 

in soils and crops. This necessitates careful monitoring and waste management practices (Sarkar et al., 2019). 

Scaling Up: Integrating city waste-derived manure on a larger scale requires robust waste collection, processing, and distribution systems. Scaling up 

while maintaining quality can be a logistical challenge (Pandey et al., 2021). 

Future Directions and Research Opportunities 

The utilization of city waste-derived manure holds promise for sustainable agriculture in India. To fully leverage this emerging resource and address 

evolving challenges, several future directions and research opportunities deserve attention. 

1.Waste Stream Characterization: Further studies are needed to comprehensively characterize different types of urban waste and their nutrient profiles. 

This understanding will help tailor waste processing techniques and optimize nutrient recovery (Kumar et al., 2019). 

2. Advanced Processing Technologies:Exploring advanced processing methods, such as thermal conversion or biochar production, can offer novel ways 

to extract nutrients and energy from urban organic waste (Sharma et al., 2020). 

3. Pathogen Mitigation: Research on effective pathogen reduction methods during waste processing is crucial to ensure safe application of the resulting 

manure (Pathak et al., 2018). 

4. Precision Application: Investigating precision application methods, such as variable-rate technology, can ensure targeted and efficient utilization of 

city waste-derived manure (Joshi et al., 2021). 

5. Long-Term Effects: Long-term field studies are needed to assess the sustained impact of city waste-derived manure on soil health, crop yield, and 

environmental quality (Saha et al., 2022). 

6. Economic Viability: Assessing the economic feasibility of large-scale city waste-derived manure production and its integration into existing 

agricultural systems is essential (Gupta et al., 2020). 

7. Policy and Regulations:Collaborative efforts between researchers, policymakers, and agricultural stakeholders are required to establish clear 

guidelines and regulations for the safe use of city waste-derived manure (Sharma et al., 2019). 

8. Carbon Sequestration:Investigating the potential of city waste-derived manure to enhance soil carbon sequestration can contribute to climate change 

mitigation (Bhattacharya et al., 2021). 

9. Socioeconomic Impact:Assessing the socioeconomic impact of waste-derived manure adoption on smallholder farmers and rural communities can 

guide equitable and inclusive agricultural practices (Rai et al., 2020). 
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Conclusion 

The integration of city waste-derived manure into agriculture presents a compelling opportunity to address multiple challenges simultaneously. Through 

proper waste management and processing techniques, urban organic waste can be transformed into nutrient-rich manure that enhances both crop yield 

and soil health. The nutrient content, slow-release properties, and positive effects on soil structure and microbial activity contribute to sustainable 

agricultural practices. 

While the benefits are evident, challenges such as quality control, pathogen risks, regulatory frameworks, and contaminant accumulation must be 

addressed to ensure safe and effective utilization. Collaborative efforts between researchers, policymakers, and agricultural stakeholders are crucial in 

establishing clear guidelines for the responsible use of city waste-derived manure. 

Future research directions offer promising avenues for optimizing waste processing methods, mitigating challenges, and assessing the long-term impact 

of city waste-derived manure on agricultural systems. By exploring advanced technologies, precision application, and socioeconomic implications, the 

full potential of this emerging resource can be harnessed to propel sustainable agriculture forward. 
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