
International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 4, no 8, pp 1491-1493 August 2023 
 

International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews 

 

Journal homepage: www.ijrpr.com  ISSN 2582-7421 

 

 

Exploring the Growth Disparity between China and Africa: A 

Comparative Analysis of Economic Factors. 

Gilbert Clement Bouic 

Study 

Internet 

University of Life 

Consultant, Mauritius 

Introduction: 

The growth trajectories of China and Sub-Saharan African countries over recent decades have showcased significant disparities. While China has 

experienced rapid economic transformation, numerous African nations continue to grapple with underdevelopment and sluggish growth. This paper aims 

to scrutinize the factors contributing to this growth divergence by closely examining economic theories and empirical evidence. By delving into crucial 

elements such as historical conditions, export-led growth, infrastructure investment, human capital development, governance, trade integration, financial 

systems, and innovation, we can unravel the intricate dynamics shaping the distinct economic paths of these regions. 

1. Initial Conditions and Historical Factors: 

China's historical advantages, such as a sizeable and coherent population, endowed it with the ability to coordinate policy efforts and allocate resources 

efficiently (Acemoglu, Johnson, & Robinson, 2001). In contrast, Sub-Saharan Africa's legacy of colonialism and fragmented societies has hindered 

coordinated growth strategies, leading to governance challenges (Collier, 2007). 

Historical evidence suggests that China's long history of state capacity and effective governance provided a strong foundation for its growth. In contrast, 

many African countries experienced exploitative colonial rule, resulting in weak institutional structures and limited economic development (Acemoglu 

et al., 2001). 

2. Export-Led Growth and Industrialization: 

China's pursuit of export-led growth by transitioning to manufacturing and industrialization facilitated its integration into global value chains (Frankel & 

Romer, 1999). This strategy enabled technology transfer, skill accumulation, and economic diversification (Rodrik, Subramanian, & Trebbi, 2004). 

Conversely, many African economies heavily reliant on primary commodities remain exposed to commodity price volatility, impeding value addition. 

China's export-led growth strategy allowed it to capitalize on its competitive advantage in labour-intensive manufacturing, attracting foreign direct 

investment (FDI) and generating employment (Frankel & Romer, 1999). In contrast, Africa's dependence on raw material exports has led to limited 

diversification and vulnerability to external shocks (Collier, 2007). 

3. Infrastructure Investment and Connectivity: 

China's strategic investments in infrastructure, such as transportation and communication networks, contributed to reduced transaction costs and enhanced 

market access (World Bank, 2021). This infrastructure backbone laid the groundwork for efficient supply chains, consequently bolstering China's 

economic growth. On the contrary, inadequate infrastructure remains a major obstacle for several African economies, curbing trade and impeding overall 

economic expansion. 

China's "Belt and Road Initiative" exemplifies its commitment to infrastructure development, linking Asia, Europe, and Africa through a network of 

roads, railways, and ports (World Bank, 2021). This initiative has the potential to stimulate trade and investment across participating African countries, 

addressing infrastructure gaps. 
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4. Human Capital and Education: 

China's emphasis on human capital development and education fostered a skilled workforce that attracted investments and facilitated innovation (Knight 

& Ding, 2012). This skilled labour pool drove technological advancements and productivity growth. Conversely, disparities in education across Africa 

hinder the region's potential to harness its demographic dividend and compete effectively in the global knowledge economy. 

Investments in education and skills development played a pivotal role in China's growth, allowing it to transition to higher value-added industries (Knight 

& Ding, 2012). In contrast, Africa's underinvestment in education and limited access to quality education have constrained its ability to develop a 

competitive workforce. 

5. Governance and Institutional Quality: 

China's effective governance and long-term planning provided stability, creating a conducive environment for sustained growth (Rodrik, 2013). In 

contrast, governance challenges, corruption, and political instability plague many African nations, undermining policy implementation and hindering 

growth (Aryeetey et al., 2012). 

China's single-party system facilitated policy continuity and long-term planning, enabling consistent implementation of development strategies (Rodrik, 

2013). In contrast, political instability and frequent regime changes in Africa have often led to policy reversals and uncertainty, impacting investor 

confidence. 

6. Openness to Global Trade and Investment: 

China's proactive stance toward global trade and investment, accompanied by trade liberalization, facilitated technology transfer and improved market 

access (Riedel, Jin, & Gao, 2007). Conversely, African economies' tendencies toward protectionism and the imposition of trade barriers have restricted 

their involvement in global trade networks, thus impeding efforts toward economic diversification. 

China's accession to the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 2001 marked a significant step toward integration into the global economy, leading to 

increased exports and foreign direct investment (Riedel, Jin, & Gao, 2007). African countries' trade policies, however, often remain characterized by 

trade barriers and limited efforts to harness the benefits of globalization. 

7. Financial System and Capital Allocation: 

China's state-controlled financial system enabled targeted credit allocation, supporting strategically significant sectors and growth objectives (Easterly & 

Levine, 2001). Conversely, many African economies contend with underdeveloped financial systems, constraining efficient capital allocation and thereby 

hampering entrepreneurship. 

China's state-owned banks played a pivotal role in directing credit to priority sectors, such as manufacturing and infrastructure (Easterly & Levine, 2001). 

In contrast, African countries have struggled to develop robust financial systems that can effectively channel investment into productive activities. 

8. Technology Adoption and Innovation: 

China's proactive approach to technology adoption and innovation propelled industrial and technological advancement (Hausmann & Hidalgo, 2011). 

Investments in research and development, combined with technology transfer, served as key drivers of China's growth. In contrast, limited investment in 

research and development across Africa hampers innovation and global technological integration. 

China's policies promoting research and development, as well as targeted technology transfer through FDI, facilitated technological catch-up and 

innovation (Hausmann & Hidalgo, 2011). African countries' limited investments in research and development have hindered their ability to harness 

technology for economic transformation. 

Conclusion: 

The growth disparity between China and Sub-Saharan Africa is underpinned by a complex interplay of historical, structural, and policy-related factors. 

China's focus on export-led growth, infrastructure development, human capital, governance, trade integration, financial systems, and technology adoption 

has catalyzed its economic success. Conversely, Africa's historical legacies, governance challenges, infrastructure deficits, and constrained diversification 

efforts serve as impediments to growth. To bridge this gap, Sub-Saharan African nations must prioritize comprehensive policy reforms, invest in human 

capital and infrastructure, enhance governance, and foster innovation. While each region's circumstances are unique, insights drawn from China's 

trajectory offer invaluable guidance for Africa's pursuit of sustainable and inclusive economic development. 
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