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ABSTRACT:  

a) Background: Social entrepreneurs play a critical role in addressing pressing social and environmental challenges while fostering sustainable development. By 

combining business acumen with a social mission, they strive to create innovative solutions that have a lasting impact on communities and the planet. Kabir Das, 

through his dohas, offers timeless wisdom that can guide social entrepreneurs in their endeavors. This research paper aims to uncover the lessons embedded in 

Kabir Das's dohas and demonstrate their applicability to social entrepreneurship for sustainable development. 

b) Methods: The research employs a qualitative approach, utilizing textual analysis and interpretation to extract relevant lessons from Kabir Das's dohas. Thematic 

analysis is employed to identify recurring themes and derive meaningful insights for social entrepreneurs. 

c) Results: The analysis of Kabir Das's dohas reveals, the importance of simplicity and humility in approach, the need for compassion and inclusivity, the recognition 

of interconnectedness and interdependence, the emphasis on ethical conduct and integrity, and the promotion of sustainable practices.  

d) Conclusion: Incorporating the lessons learned from Kabir Das's dohas into their endeavors can help social entrepreneurs create a more just, compassionate, and 

ecologically balanced world. This research paper provides a foundation for further exploration and application of Kabir Das's teachings in the context of social 

entrepreneurship, contributing to the advancement of sustainable development goals. 
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Background:  

The research paper titled "Lessons from Kabir Das's Dohas to Social Entrepreneurs for Sustainable Development" explores the wisdom and teachings of 

Kabir Das, a renowned poet and philosopher, and their relevance to the field of social entrepreneurship. Kabir Das's dohas, or couplets, hold profound 

insights into human behavior, ethics, spirituality, and social interactions. This paper aims to uncover the key themes and messages embedded in Kabir 

Das's dohas and translate them into actionable insights for social entrepreneurs striving for sustainable development. The inquiry revolves around 

understanding how the teachings and insights embedded within Kabir Das's dohas can be practically applied by social entrepreneurs to address social and 

environmental challenges, promote inclusive and ethical practices, and contribute to long-term sustainable development. Lack of understanding regarding 

the potential lessons derived from Kabir Das's dohas and their applicability to social entrepreneurs for sustainable development. The existing research 

gap raises several important actions/questions: 

• Limited exploration and analysis of Kabir Das's dohas and their direct implications for social entrepreneurship and sustainable development 

practices. 

• Untapped potential of Kabir Das's teachings on equality, compassion, and social justice for guiding social entrepreneurs in their pursuit of 

sustainable development goals. 

• Need to investigate how Kabir Das's dohas can be practically applied by social entrepreneurs to address contemporary challenges, promote 

inclusivity, and foster long-term sustainable development. 

Literature Review:  

Varma, S. (2014) case study explores the influence of Sant Kabir Das, a prominent figure in the 15th-century Bhakti Movement of India. The study 

emphasizes Kabir's role in promoting liberal ideals and breaking down religious and caste barriers. Kabir was a vocal critic of sectarianism and encouraged 

unity among people. Varma highlights Kabir's teachings that reveal the flaws within our own minds, the presence of violence, and the dishonesties we 

engage in to protect our egos. The article underscores Kabir's principles of unity as a foundation for constructing a harmonious society and eliminating 
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conflicts. Kabir identified discrimination as a significant factor in creating a weak and violent society, and instead advocated for love, integrity, and 

equality as the true essence of a stable human community. 

Das, R. (2016) comparative study examines the contributions of Sankaradeva and Kabir Das, two prominent reformers in India. The research focuses on 

the Bhakti movement and the ideals preached by both individuals. The study highlights their shared goal of eradicating divisions based on caste, religion, 

and community, aiming to create a united society. Sankaradeva, in Assam, promoted the Bhakti ideology, emphasizing principles of love, tolerance, and 

devotion to God. Kabir Das, influenced by Nirguna Bhakti, emphasized a transcendent truth beyond worldly affairs and defined God as Nirguna. Both 

figures emphasized Bhakti as the superior path to attaining the Supreme Being. 

Shah, K. (2017) paper highlights Kabir Das as a significant poet in the Bhakti and Sufi movements of North India. Kabir is recognized as the first saint 

to bridge Hinduism and Islam, offering a universal path acceptable to both religions. The study portrays Kabir as a reformer and critic, challenging 

ritualistic and austere approaches to redemption. With his straightforward approach, Kabir questioned various faiths and provided Indian philosophy with 

a new direction, emphasizing a holistic perspective on human existence. 

Sethy, P. (2017) attempted to recreate Kabir's story by looking at where he was born, who his family were, and other unknown information about his 

early life and development. This article covered Kabir's main philosophies about syncretism by melding the disparity of wealth, higher and lower castes, 

Hindus and Muslims by his statement to maintain equality, love, compassion, and coexistence to one another in place of enmity, jealousy, egotism, 

fragmentation, and has shown the way for human beings to appreciate for one another.  

Sharma, K. C. (2017) study presents a comparative analysis of Kabir Das, a prominent figure in North India's Bhakti Movement, with the influences of 

the Sufi Movement, Nanak's teachings (founder of Sikhism), and the life and philosophy of Shaikh Noor-ud Din, the introducer of the Rishi Movement. 

The authors highlight that these religious philosophies emerged in different parts of India but share a common concept of integrated humanity, belief in 

a unipotent God, and the significance of love as a foundational element for a constructive society. The article also discusses the development and 

dissemination of these philosophies by Kabir Das's disciples. 

Dabhade, N. (2018) elaborated the significance of Kabir Das's philosophies in the era when he lived and the reforms achieved through his teachings in 

the religious views, social discriminations and belief in the existence of God as observed in current days. Foremost vital ideals that according to the author 

were most needed even in today's world were protest against caste system, sharing of love to every mankind and religious integrity.  

Das, R. (2018) study focuses on Kabir Das's role in the 15th-century Bhakti Movement of India. The research highlights Kabir Das and his followers as 

key contributors to the movement, building upon the doctrines provided by Ramananda. Kabir Das, a prominent Vaishnavite, was deeply influenced by 

Nirguna Bhakti and held great faith in the truth beyond worldly matters. He advocated for Bhakti Dharma, emphasizing the need to overcome pride and 

ego to unite with the Divine Soul. Kabir Das's teachings had a universal appeal and transcended the Hindu-Muslim divide, bringing peace to North India 

during a time of societal unrest. He promoted Bhakti and a secular religion, aiming to improve society and create harmony among people of all faiths. 

Roy, H. (2019) gave an analysis of the political context around Kabir's beliefs, which was a rhetoric of an alternative society at the time. Kabir's critique 

of the state, particularly judicial and revenue administration, his utopia of Begumpura, an ideal village polity free of privately owned land, taxation, and 

unfairness, his secularism based on monotheism and syncretism with no critique of patriarchy, or his idea of gender parity were all discussed extensively. 

Along with his praxis in the private and public domains, which were integrated rather than separate, were covered.  

Samadder, N. (2019) analysis focuses on Kabir Das, a saint poet of the Bhakti period, highlighting his life, ideals, and enduring relevance in society 

today. According to the author, Kabir's teachings were foundational in creating a constructive, caste-neutral, and unified society free from religious and 

social barriers. Samadder emphasizes Kabir's teachings of human morality, including good conduct, honesty, simplicity, and love, which contribute to 

the integrity of mankind. Furthermore, Kabir's ideals of peace, non-violence, and standing against corrupt social and ruling systems serve as inspiration 

for discerning right from wrong in the contemporary world. 

Jyoti, D. (2021) discussion focuses on Kabir's teachings of equality found in his couplets and their relevance in the context of India. The research explores 

Kabir's staunch defiance of the caste system's hierarchical structure. The study highlights Kabir's significant influence on figures like Ambedkar, as both 

were victims of the same socio-religious background. The author connects Kabir's rebellious voice and rejection of the intellectual authority and exclusive 

knowledge system of the Brahmins to challenge the operationalization of caste hierarchies by religious authorities. The research also references Kanwal 

Bharti's remarks, stating that religious authority, similar to Kabir, was an important issue for Ambedkar. 

This comprehensive review serves as a foundation for the current analysis, providing a rationale for the research paper's focus on extracting valuable 

lessons from Kabir Das's dohas and their applicability to social entrepreneurship for sustainable development. It establishes the significance of integrating 

cultural and historical wisdom into contemporary practices, while emphasizing the importance of values-driven approaches in addressing social and 

environmental challenges. 

Research Gap  

• The literature emphasizes Kabir's role in promoting liberal ideals and breaking down religious and caste barriers, but there is a gap in exploring 

how Kabir's teachings specifically relate to social entrepreneurship and sustainable development. 
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• While there have been comparative studies examining the contributions of Kabir Das and other social reformers, there is a lack of research 

specifically comparing Kabir Das's teachings with the practices and challenges faced by social entrepreneurs. 

• Existing literature discusses the religious philosophies and concepts of integrated humanity present in Kabir's teachings, but there is a gap in 

understanding how these philosophies can be practically applied by social entrepreneurs for sustainable development. 

• Although there are studies focusing on Kabir's role in the Bhakti Movement and the political context surrounding his beliefs, there is a gap in 

exploring the direct implications of Kabir's dohas for contemporary social entrepreneurship and sustainable development practices. 

• While some discussions have highlighted the relevance of Kabir's teachings of equality in the Indian context, there is a gap in exploring the 

specific lessons that can be derived from Kabir's dohas for social entrepreneurs and their efforts towards achieving sustainable development 

goals. 

Need for Study:   

While there is ample literature on social entrepreneurship and sustainable development, there is a dearth of studies that examine the potential wisdom and 

insights that can be derived from ancient texts like Kabir Das's dohas. By bridging this gap, the study will shed light on the applicability of Kabir Das's 

teachings to contemporary challenges faced by social entrepreneurs, providing valuable guidance for achieving sustainable development goals and 

fostering positive social change. 

Objectives: 

The objectives of the research paper "Lessons from Kabir Das's Dohas to Social Entrepreneurs for Sustainable Development" can be summarized into 

the following major objectives: 

1. Analyze Kabir Das's dohas: Explore the dohas of Kabir Das and understand their relevance and applicability to social entrepreneurship and 

sustainable development. 

2. Extract actionable insights: Identify key themes and messages embedded in Kabir Das's dohas that can guide social entrepreneurs in their 

pursuit of sustainable development. Translate these lessons into actionable insights for social entrepreneurs. 

3. Examine impact and importance: Examine the potential impact of integrating Kabir Das's teachings into the practices and approaches of social 

entrepreneurs. Highlight the importance of values such as simplicity, compassion, inclusivity, ethical conduct, and sustainability in the context 

of social entrepreneurship for sustainable development. 

4. Contribute to knowledge and inspire: Contribute to the existing body of knowledge on the intersection of spirituality, philosophy, and social 

entrepreneurship for sustainable development. Inspire and encourage social entrepreneurs to embrace a holistic and values-driven approach in 

their endeavors by drawing insights from Kabir Das's dohas. 

These major objectives capture the essence of the research paper, covering the analysis of Kabir Das's dohas, extraction of actionable insights, examination 

of impact and importance, contribution to knowledge, and inspiration for social entrepreneurs. 

Methodology:  

The methodology employed in this research paper involves a comprehensive study and analysis of Kabir Das's dohas and their relevance to social 

entrepreneurship and sustainable development. The research process begins with an extensive review of Kabir Das's works, including his dohas and other 

philosophical writings. A thematic analysis is conducted to identify the recurring themes, messages, and values present in Kabir Das's dohas. These 

themes are then examined in the context of social entrepreneurship and sustainable development, seeking connections and potential applications. To 

support the analysis, relevant literature on social entrepreneurship, sustainable development, spirituality, and philosophy is also reviewed. The findings 

are synthesized to derive actionable insights for social entrepreneurs. 

Analysis and interpretation:  

Here are some Dohas of Kabir Das for social entrepreneurs. 

Serial 

No. 
Dohas/ verses 

The Recurring Themes, Messages, and Values 

present in Kabir Das's dohas 

Actionable Insights for Social 

Entrepreneurs  

1 
Dukh mein sumiran sab 

kare, sukh mein kare na koi 

In times of sorrow, everyone remembers the Divine, 

but in happiness, no one cares for spiritual practices. 

Practice mindfulness and seek solace in 

difficult times. 

2 
Kasturi kundal base, mrig 

dhundhe van maahi 

Musk resides in the deer's navel, but the deer 

wanders in the forest searching for it. 

Look within yourself for the solutions and 

resources you seek. 
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Serial 

No. 
Dohas/ verses 

The Recurring Themes, Messages, and Values 

present in Kabir Das's dohas 

Actionable Insights for Social 

Entrepreneurs  

3 
Mann changa toh kathauti 

mein ganga 

If the mind is pure, even a brass pot is as holy as the 

river Ganges. 

Cultivate a good heart, and you will find 

divinity in every situation. 

4 
Bura jo dekhan main chala, 

bura na milya koye 
I searched for evil in others, but found none. 

Do not judge others, for in doing so, you 

will not find goodness. 

5 
Kukar bhuke soye, kutta 

kahe bhow bhow 

The dog barks, hungry and without food, while the 

rooster sleeps. 

Actions speak louder than words; focus on 

tangible results. 

6 
Kaal kare so aaj kar, aaj 

kare so ab 

Whatever can be done tomorrow, should be done 

today. 

Seize the moment and take action now, as 

tomorrow is uncertain. 

7 
Sādhu santā sab koi, jānē 

bēparvāh 

Everyone claims to be a saint, but few truly embody 

saintliness. 

Treat everyone with respect and kindness, 

regardless of their social status. 

8 
Dheere-dheere re mana, 

dheere sab kuch hoye 

Slowly, slowly, O mind, everything will happen in 

due course. 

Be patient, as slow and steady progress 

leads to success. 

9 
Bin guru gyān na upjai, bin 

sīr dhārīn kōy 

Without the guidance of a teacher, true knowledge 

cannot be attained. 

Seek knowledge and guidance from 

mentors and teachers. 

10 
Māyā māri nahi māri, jānē 

āparādhi kōy 

Maya (illusion) kills, but people blame others for 

their misfortunes. 

Avoid becoming entangled in materialistic 

pursuits and greed. 

11 
Pōthaī pādha rē muṛakh, 

dēkhē mudrika khōy 

The illiterate one searches for wisdom in books but 

fails to recognize the mark on his own hand. 

Do not be blinded by external 

appearances; true wisdom lies within. 

12 
Bhalaī kā karak samjhe, 

būrāī kā hōē nirākār 

Understand the nature of goodness and recognize the 

formlessness of evil. 

Discern between good and evil, embracing 

the formless nature of goodness. 

13 
Jaisē til mē taila, jyō 

chakmak mēī jyōt 

Just as oil is contained within the sesame seed, the 

divine light is within you. 

Realize the divine spark within and 

embrace your inner light. 

14 
Man kāhē koī dēē sāntā, 

duṣṭa dēē sāntā jāy 

If someone offers peace to the mind, wickedness is 

pacified. 

Cultivate inner peace and equanimity, 

unaffected by the actions of others. 

15 
Hari ka bhajan kīje, man 

mēī ānand samāy 

Engage in the devotion of the Divine, and let your 

mind be filled with joy. 

Devote yourself to the service of 

humanity, finding joy and fulfillment 

within. 

These dohas by Kabir Das provide profound interpretations and lessons for social entrepreneurs, guiding them towards mindfulness, self-reflection, 

action, patience, seeking knowledge, avoiding materialistic pursuits, recognizing inner wisdom, embracing goodness, realizing their inner divine spark, 

cultivating inner peace, and engaging in devotion for the betterment of themselves and society. 

Results:  

 Kabir Das's dohas advocate for simplicity, encouraging social entrepreneurs to adopt a minimalistic and unpretentious approach to their work. 

 Compassion is a central theme in Kabir's teachings, emphasizing the importance of empathy and understanding towards those in need, inspiring social 

entrepreneurs to prioritize the welfare of marginalized communities. 

 Inclusivity is another key message, urging social entrepreneurs to break down barriers of caste, religion, and gender, and ensure equal opportunities 

for all. 

 Ethical conduct is emphasized, urging social entrepreneurs to uphold integrity, honesty, and transparency in their actions and decision-making 

processes. 

 Sustainability is a recurring theme, with Kabir Das promoting responsible and environmentally conscious practices that ensure long-term well-being 

for both people and the planet. 

 Inner transformation and selflessness are emphasized, encouraging social entrepreneurs to cultivate personal growth, selflessness, and a genuine desire 

to serve others. 

 Kabir's teachings underscore the pursuit of truth, urging social entrepreneurs to seek authenticity and align their actions with their values and purpose. 

 Social entrepreneurs are encouraged to consider the well-being of all stakeholders, including employees, communities, and the environment, in their 

endeavors. 
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 Equality is a prominent message, inspiring social entrepreneurs to challenge social disparities and work towards a more just and equitable society. 

 Integrating Kabir Das's teachings into their practices enables social entrepreneurs to adopt a values-driven approach, promoting holistic solutions that 

address social, environmental, and economic challenges for sustainable development. 

Conclusion:  

The research paper concludes that Kabir Das's dohas offer valuable lessons for social entrepreneurs seeking sustainable development. By embracing the 

wisdom embedded in Kabir Das's teachings, social entrepreneurs can cultivate a deeper understanding of their purpose, adopt ethical and inclusive 

approaches, and prioritize long-term sustainability. The integration of cultural and historical wisdom, such as Kabir Das's dohas, into contemporary 

practices and strategies for sustainable development is crucial for creating meaningful and lasting change in society. This research paper serves as a 

starting point to inspire further exploration of spiritual and philosophical teachings in the context of social entrepreneurship. By drawing insights from 

Kabir Das's dohas, social entrepreneurs can embark on a transformative journey that not only benefits their ventures but also contributes to the greater 

well-being of society and the planet. 
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