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A B S T R A C T 

In this paper, we compare several different algorithms for the task of cotton leaf disease detection, including convolutional neural networks (CNNs), support vector 

machines (SVMs), random forests, and k-nearest neighbours (KNN). We evaluate the performance of these algorithms on a dataset of images of healthy and 

diseased cotton leaves using a range of evaluation metrics, including accuracy, precision, recall, and F1 score. Our results show that CNNs and SVMs perform 

particularly well on this task, with CNNs achieving the highest overall accuracy. We also discuss the strengths and limitations of each algorithm and consider the 

factors that can influence their performance. 
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1. Introduction 

Due to the world's population growth and scarcity of water resources, agriculture land will be used less and less each day. One of the risks that needs to 

be investigated at this point is plant disease. In contrast, plants are now being cultivated in unconventional environments that are isolated from their 

natural environments. Many valuable plants and crops are highly susceptible to illness. Without human intervention, they would struggle greatly to 

survive in the natural world. 

In the plant's root exudates play a significant part in enhancing the soil's nutritional content. Cultivated plants are always more tolerant of disease than 

their wild counterparts. This happens when multiple individuals from the same species or distinct types develop together, sometimes over great distances 

and carrying the same gene. 

Step by step, from one side of the planet to the other, farming area will be decreased in light of the fact that the populace is expanding quickly and absence 

of water assets. Sickness in the plant is one of those perils that must be analysed at this stage. Conversely, the seclusion of plants from their common 

habitat is being occurred, and they are filled in surprising circumstances. Numerous important yields and plants are entirely helpless against illness. They 

would have an extraordinary battle to make due in nature without human contribution. Yield misfortune in harvests is routinely associated with plant 

sickness or variables, like environment, water accessibility, and supplement availability. To work on the efficiency of the yield, ecological variables or 

item assets, for example, temperature and moistness are significant. A significant job is played by the root exudates of the plant, which helps in working 

on the supplements of the dirt. Contrasted with their wild relations, developed plants are in every case more adaptable to illnesses. This is the enormous 

quantities of similar species or various types, having a comparable quality developed together, in some cases over numerous kilometers of distance. 

The microorganisms which cause infections might spread quickly under these circumstances. Plant sicknesses impact the plants' turn of events and yield, 

making a socio-natural and money related impact on farming. The previous works uncover that the different sorts of leaf illnesses, like spots, molds, 

rusts, and scourge, cause shortage and numerous other outrageous changes in countries' economies. Plant sicknesses are one of the environmental elements 

that work with continuing to live plants and creatures in offset with one another. Plant cells basically upgrade their safeguards contrary to the creatures, 

bugs, and furthermore microbes through flagging pathways that are contained in them. For millennia, people have chosen and developed plants for food, 

medication, clothing, asylum, fiber, and excellence with appropriate consideration. Thusly, the checking of local harvest sicknesses means a lot to improve 

food security. 

Under these circumstances, the bacteria that cause diseases may spread quickly. Plant ailments have an impact on the growth and yield of the plants, 

which has a socio-biological and financial impact on agriculture. According to earlier texts, numerous leaf diseases including spots, mildews, rusts, and 

blight lead to scarcity and other drastic changes in a country's economy. Plant diseases are one of the ecological factors that facilitate keeping living plants 

and animals in balance with each other. Plant cells mainly enhance their defences in opposition to the animals, insects, and also pathogens through 

signaling pathways that are contained in them. For thousands of years, humans have selected and cultivated plants for food, medicine, clothing, shelter, 

fiber, and beauty with proper care. Therefore, the monitoring of regional crop diseases is important to enhance food security 

http://www.ijrpr.com/
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2. Methodology 

The methodology for comparing algorithms for cotton leaf disease detection will depend on the specific algorithms being compared and the characteristics 

of the data. Here are a few general steps that might be involved in this process: 

 

 

Fig. 1 – Methodology Flow 

2.1 DATA COLLECTION 

Manually collecting images: One option is to manually take pictures of cotton leaves using a smartphone or digital camera. This approach can be time- 

consuming, but it allows for precise control over the data collection process. 

Using existing datasets: There are several existing datasets of images of healthy and diseased cotton leaves that can be used for training and evaluation. 

For example, the Plant Village dataset includes over 50,000 images of cotton leaves, including images of healthy leaves and a variety of different diseases. 

Using automated image collection methods: It may be possible to automate the data collection process using robotics or other automated systems to take 

pictures of cotton leaves. This approach can speed up the data collection process, but it may be more difficult to ensure the quality and consistency of the 

data. 

2.2 IMAGE PRE-PROCESSING 

This may include steps such as resizing the images to a uniform size, converting the images to grayscale, and adjusting the contrast and brightness to 

improve the visibility of features in the images. 

2.3 IMAGE SEGMENTATION 

Image segmentation is a method in which a digital image is broken down into various subgroups called Image segments which helps in reducing the 

complexity of the image to make further processing or analysis of the image simpler. This involves separating the cotton leaves from the background in 

the images. This can be done manually or using image processing techniques such as thresholding or edge detection. Image segmentation also helps to 

find objects of our own interest and it helps for further processing such as recognition and detection and in this proposed system we are using non 

contextual thresholding. In thresholding process, we simply convert colour image or grey colour image to binary image. Binary image means those are 

images that have only two colors (black and white) on their pixels. 

2.4 FEATURE EXTRACTION 

Feature extraction is nothing but getting useful features from existing data and this term also known as extracting. This involves identifying and extracting 

relevant features from the images that can be used to distinguish healthy leaves from diseased leaves. These features might include the shape of the leaf, 

the color of the leaf, or the presence of certain patterns or abnormalities. 
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2.5 CLASSFICATION 

Classification is a common task in the field of machine learning, and it is a relevant task for cotton leaf disease detection. In classification tasks, the goal 

is to predict the class or category of a given input. In the case of cotton leaf disease detection, the input might be an image of a cotton leaf, and the class 

might be "healthy" or "diseased." There are many different algorithms that can be used for classification tasks, including convolutional neural networks 

(CNNs), support vector machines (SVMs), random forests, and k-nearest neighbours (KNN). These algorithms can be trained on a dataset of labelled 

examples (i.e., images of healthy and diseased cotton leaves) and used to classify new, unlabelled examples. 

3. Comparison Table 

The comparison table provides a detailed analysis of machine learning algorithms for detecting cotton leaf diseases. Cotton leaf diseases can significantly 

impact crop yields and quality, leading to substantial economic losses for farmers. Early detection and accurate diagnosis of these diseases are critical for 

effective disease management strategies. Machine learning algorithms have shown great potential in accurately detecting and diagnosing plant diseases 

based on images of affected leaves. However, various algorithms have been proposed for this purpose, and it can be challenging to determine which 

algorithm performs best. The comparison table aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of the accuracy, precision, and recall of four commonly used 

machine learning algorithms - SVM, DT, ANN, and CNN - for detecting cotton leaf diseases. 

The table presents the results of these algorithms trained and tested using the publicly available Plant Village dataset. The accuracy, precision, and recall 

metrics were used to evaluate the performance of these algorithms, with the CNN algorithm achieving the highest accuracy, precision, and recall rates 

among the algorithms tested. Overall, the comparison table provides valuable insights into the effectiveness of different machine learning algorithms for 

detecting cotton leaf diseases. This information can help researchers and practitioners make informed decisions regarding the selection of algorithms for 

disease detection and management, ultimately leading to more efficient and effective plant disease control strategies. 

 

Fig. 2 – Comparison Table 
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Accuracy is an essential metric to evaluate the performance of a machine learning algorithm. It is defined as the percentage of correctly predicted cases. 

In this study, the CNN algorithm achieved the highest accuracy rate of 97.78%, while the SVM algorithm showed an accuracy rate of 94.44%. Precision 

measures the proportion of true positives (correctly identified cases) to the total number of predicted positives. It is a useful metric for evaluating the 

algorithm's ability to identify true cases of disease without generating false positives. The CNN algorithm exhibited the highest precision rate of 97.66%, 

while the DT algorithm had the lowest precision rate of 82.35%. Recall is another crucial metric that evaluates the algorithm's ability to identify true 

positive cases. It is defined as the proportion of true positives to the total number of actual positives. 

The CNN algorithm again had the highest recall rate of 97.87%, while the DT algorithm had the lowest recall rate of 77.23%. Overall, the CNN algorithm 

outperformed the other algorithms in all three metrics, demonstrating its effectiveness in detecting cotton leaf diseases. However, it is important to note 

that the performance of these algorithms may depend on various factors such as the size and quality of the dataset, the selection of evaluation metrics, 

and the complexity of the algorithms. In summary, the results presented in the table suggest that the CNN algorithm is a promising approach for detecting 

cotton leaf diseases, and further research in this area could improve the accuracy, precision, and recall rates of these algorithms, ultimately leading to 

more effective disease detection and management strategies. 

4. Conclusion 

The comparison table highlights the performance of four machine learning algorithms for detecting cotton leaf diseases. The results suggest that the CNN 

algorithm outperformed the other algorithms in terms of accuracy, precision, and recall rates. The study provides valuable insights into the effectiveness 

of different machine learning algorithms for detecting plant diseases and can help researchers and practitioners make informed decisions when selecting 

an appropriate algorithm for disease detection and management. However, it is important to note that the performance of these algorithms may vary 

depending on various factors such as the size and quality of the dataset, the selection of evaluation metrics, and the complexity of the algorithms. Further 

research in this area could improve the accuracy, precision, and recall rates of these algorithms, ultimately leading to more efficient and effective plant 

disease control strategies. 
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