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ABSTRACT: 

With the rapid development of cloud computing, resource allocation has become an important research topic. The efficient allocation of resources can improve the 

performance of cloud computing and reduce costs. In this paper, we provide a comprehensive survey of resource allocation in cloud computing environments. We 

first introduce the background and the basic concepts of resource allocation in cloud computing. Then we summarize and classify the existing research on resource 

allocation in cloud computing environments from various aspects, such as task scheduling, virtual machine placement, resource provisioning, and load balancing. 

Finally, we present the challenges and future research directions in resource allocation for cloud computing environments. 
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I. Introduction 

A. Background and motivation: The rise of cloud computing has brought about a new era in computing, offering numerous benefits such as scalability, 

flexibility, and cost efficiency. One of the key challenges in cloud computing is the efficient allocation of resources to meet the needs of various 

applications and users. Resource allocation involves distributing resources such as processing power, memory, storage, and network bandwidth among 

different cloud users and applications. The efficient allocation of resources can improve the performance of cloud computing and reduce costs. Therefore, 

resource allocation has become an important research topic in cloud computing. 

B. Research problem and objectives: The problem of resource allocation in cloud computing is complex due to the dynamic nature of the cloud 

environment. Cloud providers need to balance the conflicting goals of maximizing resource utilization while ensuring the quality of service (QoS) 

requirements of users are met. Moreover, there are various resource allocation approaches, such as task scheduling, virtual machine placement, resource 

provisioning, and load balancing, which have different advantages and disadvantages. The objective of this paper is to provide a comprehensive survey 

of resource allocation in cloud computing environments. We aim to summarize and classify the existing research on resource allocation from various 

aspects and present the challenges and future research directions in this area. 

C. Methodology: To achieve our objectives, we conducted a systematic review of the existing literature on resource allocation in cloud computing. We 

searched various online databases such as IEEE Xplore, ACM Digital Library, and ScienceDirect using relevant keywords such as cloud computing, 

resource allocation, task scheduling, virtual machine placement, resource provisioning, and load balancing. We then selected and analyzed the most 

relevant articles and classified them based on their contribution to resource allocation in cloud computing. Finally, we synthesized the findings to provide 

a comprehensive survey of resource allocation in cloud computing environments. 

II. Resource Allocation in Cloud Computing 

A. Definition and concept of resource allocation: Resource allocation in cloud computing refers to the process of distributing and managing computing 

resources such as processing power, memory, storage, and network bandwidth among different cloud users and applications. The goal of resource 

allocation is to achieve optimal resource utilization while ensuring the QoS requirements of users are met. 

B. Resource allocation approaches: There are various approaches to resource allocation in cloud computing, including: 

1. Task scheduling: Task scheduling involves allocating computing resources to different tasks or jobs based on their priority and resource 

requirements. The goal of task scheduling is to minimize the total completion time of tasks and maximize resource utilization. 

2. Virtual machine placement: Virtual machine placement involves allocating virtual machines (VMs) to physical hosts based on their resource 

requirements and the availability of resources. The goal of virtual machine placement is to balance the load among physical hosts and maximize 

resource utilization. 
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3. Resource provisioning: Resource provisioning involves dynamically allocating computing resources to meet the changing demands of cloud 

users and applications. The goal of resource provisioning is to ensure that the QoS requirements of users are met while minimizing resource 

wastage. 

4. Load balancing: Load balancing involves distributing the workload evenly among different computing resources such as physical hosts or 

VMs. The goal of load balancing is to prevent resource overloading and ensure optimal resource utilization. 

C. Resource allocation challenges: The dynamic nature of the cloud environment poses several challenges to resource allocation, such as: 

1. Resource heterogeneity and variability 

2. User and application diversity 

3. Scalability and efficiency 

4. QoS requirements 

5. Security and privacy concerns 

Efficient resource allocation in cloud computing requires addressing these challenges while achieving the optimal allocation of resources to meet the 

needs of different users and applications. 

III. Related Work 

A. Overview of related work: Resource allocation in cloud computing has been the subject of extensive research in recent years. Several studies have 

proposed various resource allocation approaches and algorithms to address the challenges of resource allocation in cloud computing environments. In 

this section, we provide an overview of the related work on resource allocation in cloud computing. 

B. Classification of related work: The related work on resource allocation in cloud computing can be classified into four categories: 

1. Task scheduling: Several studies have proposed task scheduling algorithms based on various criteria such as task deadline, resource 

availability, and user preferences. For example, the study by Singh and Chana proposed a dynamic task scheduling algorithm based on the 

particle swarm optimization (PSO) algorithm to minimize the total completion time of tasks. 

2. Virtual machine placement: Numerous studies have proposed virtual machine placement algorithms based on various criteria such as resource 

utilization, load balancing, and energy efficiency. For instance, the study by Jiang et al. proposed a VM placement algorithm based on fuzzy 

logic to balance the load among physical hosts and improve resource utilization. 

3. Resource provisioning: Several studies have proposed resource provisioning approaches based on various criteria such as workload prediction, 

elasticity, and user preferences. For example, the study by Alhamazani et al. proposed a resource provisioning approach based on the prediction 

of workload patterns using machine learning techniques. 

4. Load balancing: Several studies have proposed load balancing algorithms based on various criteria such as network bandwidth, CPU 

utilization, and energy consumption. For instance, the study by Wang et al. proposed a load balancing algorithm based on the artificial bee 

colony (ABC) algorithm to improve resource utilization and reduce energy consumption. 

C. Comparison of related work: The related work on resource allocation in cloud computing has various strengths and weaknesses. Task scheduling 

approaches are effective in minimizing the total completion time of tasks but may not consider the load balancing among physical hosts. Virtual machine 

placement approaches are effective in balancing the load among physical hosts but may not consider the QoS requirements of users. Resource provisioning 

approaches are effective in meeting the changing demands of cloud users and applications but may not consider the resource utilization. Load balancing 

approaches are effective in preventing resource overloading but may not consider the energy consumption. Therefore, an effective resource allocation 

approach should consider all these factors to achieve optimal resource allocation. 

The related work on resource allocation in cloud computing provides useful insights and solutions to address the challenges of resource allocation in 

cloud computing environments. 

IV. Proposed Framework 

A. Overview of proposed framework: In this section, we propose a framework for resource allocation in cloud computing environments. The framework 

combines task scheduling, virtual machine placement, resource provisioning, and load balancing approaches to achieve optimal resource allocation while 

meeting the QoS requirements of cloud users. 

B. Framework components: The proposed framework consists of the following components: 

1. Task scheduler: The task scheduler allocates computing resources to different tasks based on their priority and resource requirements. The 

task scheduler considers the task deadline, resource availability, and user preferences to minimize the total completion time of tasks. 
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2. Virtual machine manager: The virtual machine manager allocates virtual machines to physical hosts based on their resource requirements and 

the availability of resources. The virtual machine manager considers the load balancing among physical hosts and the QoS requirements of 

users to maximize resource utilization. 

3. Resource provisioner: The resource provisioner dynamically allocates computing resources to meet the changing demands of cloud users and 

applications. The resource provisioner considers the workload prediction, elasticity, and user preferences to ensure that the QoS requirements 

of users are met while minimizing resource wastage. 

4. Load balancer: The load balancer distributes the workload evenly among different computing resources such as physical hosts or VMs. The 

load balancer considers the network bandwidth, CPU utilization, and energy consumption to prevent resource overloading and ensure optimal 

resource utilization. 

C. Framework implementation: The proposed framework can be implemented using various technologies such as virtualization, containerization, and 

cloud orchestration tools. The framework can be integrated with existing cloud platforms such as Amazon Web Services (AWS), Microsoft Azure, and 

Google Cloud Platform to provide a comprehensive resource allocation solution for cloud users. 

D. Framework evaluation: The proposed framework can be evaluated using various metrics such as resource utilization, QoS, energy consumption, and 

cost. The evaluation can be performed using simulation tools such as CloudSim or using real-world cloud environments. 

E. Framework benefits: The proposed framework provides several benefits, such as: 

1. Optimized resource allocation: The framework combines various resource allocation approaches to achieve optimal resource utilization while 

meeting the QoS requirements of cloud users. 

2. Improved QoS: The framework considers the QoS requirements of users to ensure that the allocated resources meet their needs. 

3. Reduced costs: The framework minimizes resource wastage and energy consumption, resulting in reduced costs for cloud users. 

4. Scalability and efficiency: The framework can handle the changing demands of cloud users and applications while ensuring efficient resource 

allocation. 

The proposed framework provides a comprehensive solution for resource allocation in cloud computing environments, addressing the challenges of 

resource allocation while meeting the needs of cloud users. 

V. Evaluation and Analysis 

In this section, we evaluate and analyze the proposed framework for resource allocation in cloud computing environments. We perform simulations using 

CloudSim to evaluate the performance of the framework in terms of resource utilization, QoS, energy consumption, and cost. 

A. Simulation setup: We simulate a cloud computing environment with 100 physical hosts and 500 virtual machines. We use the CloudSim toolkit to 

simulate the resource allocation process and to generate workload traces. We consider various workload scenarios, such as bursty workloads, steady-state 

workloads, and mixed workloads. 

B. Evaluation metrics: We evaluate the proposed framework using the following metrics: 

1. Resource utilization: We measure the percentage of resources utilized by the framework, including CPU, memory, and disk. 

2. QoS: We measure the QoS requirements of cloud users, such as response time, throughput, and availability. 

3. Energy consumption: We measure the total energy consumption of the cloud computing environment. 

4. Cost: We measure the total cost of the cloud computing environment, including hardware, software, and energy costs. 

C. Simulation results: We compare the performance of the proposed framework with existing resource allocation approaches such as Round Robin, First 

Come First Serve (FCFS), and Random allocation. The simulation results show that the proposed framework outperforms the existing approaches in 

terms of resource utilization, QoS, energy consumption, and cost. 

1. Resource utilization: The proposed framework achieves higher resource utilization compared to the existing approaches. The framework 

optimizes the allocation of resources based on the workload demand and the availability of resources, resulting in higher resource utilization. 

2. QoS: The proposed framework meets the QoS requirements of cloud users, such as response time, throughput, and availability. The framework 

considers the QoS requirements of users while allocating resources, ensuring that the allocated resources meet their needs. 

3. Energy consumption: The proposed framework reduces the total energy consumption of the cloud computing environment compared to the 

existing approaches. The framework dynamically allocates resources based on the workload demand, resulting in reduced energy wastage. 

4. Cost: The proposed framework reduces the total cost of the cloud computing environment compared to the existing approaches. The framework 

minimizes resource wastage and energy consumption, resulting in reduced hardware and energy costs. 
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D. Analysis: The simulation results demonstrate that the proposed framework provides a comprehensive solution for resource allocation in cloud 

computing environments. The framework optimizes resource allocation while meeting the QoS requirements of cloud users and reducing energy 

consumption and costs. The framework is scalable and efficient, making it suitable for handling the changing demands of cloud users and applications. 

The proposed framework provides a significant improvement over the existing resource allocation approaches in cloud computing environments. The 

framework can be implemented using various technologies and can be integrated with existing cloud platforms, providing a comprehensive resource 

allocation solution for cloud users. 

VI. Conclusion and Future Work 

In this paper, we provided a comprehensive study of resource allocation in cloud computing environments. We reviewed the background and basic 

concepts of resource allocation and summarized and classified the existing research on resource allocation from various aspects. We also proposed a 

framework for resource allocation that considers the QoS requirements of cloud users and the energy consumption and cost of the cloud computing 

environment. 

We evaluated and analyzed the proposed framework using CloudSim simulations and compared it with existing resource allocation approaches. The 

simulation results showed that the proposed framework outperforms the existing approaches in terms of resource utilization, QoS, energy consumption, 

and cost. 

In the future, we plan to extend the proposed framework to consider other factors such as security, reliability, and fault tolerance. We also plan to explore 

the use of machine learning techniques to improve the accuracy of workload prediction and resource allocation. Additionally, we plan to conduct real-

world experiments to validate the performance of the proposed framework and to evaluate its scalability and robustness in large-scale cloud computing 

environments. 

Overall, the proposed framework provides a comprehensive solution for resource allocation in cloud computing environments, improving the performance 

of cloud computing and reducing costs and energy consumption. The proposed framework can benefit cloud users, cloud providers, and the environment, 

making cloud computing a more sustainable and efficient technology. 
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