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Abstract  

Dental anxiety is a prevalent mental illness that can negatively affect someone's oral health.It is characterized by fear and anxiety associated with dental procedures 

and visits, and can result in avoidance of necessary dental care, poor oral hygiene practices, and ultimately, the development of dental disease. 

This review's objective is to investigate how dental anxiety affects oral health, including any possible repercussions of skipping dental appointments and using 

subpar oral hygiene techniques. Aside from discussing treatment options for dental anxiety, the discussion will also look at management techniques.  

According to research, people who experience dental anxiety are more likely to put off regular dental checkups and cleanings, which increases their chance of 

developing oral health issues like cavities, gum disease, and tooth loss. These people might also practise poor oral hygiene, such as inconsistent brushing and 

flossing, which can make already existing dental issues worse. 

Introduction  

(1) A psychological disorder known as dental anxiety is characterised by fear, trepidation, and anxiety related to dental treatments and visits. It is a 

widespread problem that can range from mild anxiety to severe phobia, impacting a sizeable section of the population 

(2)  Past painful dental experiences, fear of pain, dread of needles or injections, a feeling of losing control, and general anxiety or phobias are a few 

prominent causes of dental anxiety. Social and cultural issues, such as how dental care is viewed in a person's community, can also have an impact on 

dental anxiety. 

Dental anxiety's effects might range from little annoyance and worry to severe panic episodes and complete avoidance of dental care. This might result 

in a lack of regular dental checkups and cleanings, which can have a detrimental influence on overall health and wellbeing as well as the development of 

oral disease and tooth loss. 

Signs and Symptoms of Dental Anxiety  

(3) The signs and symptoms of dental anxiety can vary in severity and can be physical, emotional, or behavioral. The following are some typical warning 

signs and symptoms of dental anxiety: 

Physical symptoms: 

• Rapid heartbeat 

• Shortness of breath 

• Sweating 

• Shaking or trembling 

• Nausea or dizziness 

• Tense muscles 

• Headaches 

• Feeling faint or lightheaded 

1. Emotional symptoms: 
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• Fear, panic, or terror 

• Intense anxiety or nervousness 

• Irritability or restlessness 

• Difficulty sleeping or concentrating 

 

2. Behavioral symptoms: 

• Avoiding dental appointments or canceling them at the last minute 

• Being late or missing appointments 

• Fidgeting or being unable to sit still in the dental chair 

• Crying or having an emotional outburst in the dental chair 

• Requesting to postpone or reschedule dental treatments 

• Expressing a desire to be sedated or use anesthesia during dental procedures 

 

Causes of Dental Anxiety  

(4)Dental anxiety can have multiple causes, and it can be different for each individual.   

Causes of dental anxiety are: 

1. Fear of pain: One of the most common causes of dental anxiety is the fear of pain. Many people may have had negative experiences in the past, such 

as a painful procedure or a dental professional who didn't use enough anesthesia. 

(5) 2.Fear of losing control: Some persons, particularly while seated in the dental chair, may feel anxious owing to a sense of loss of control. Some people 

may experience discomfort and anxiety due to being in a vulnerable situation and unable to see what is happening.  

3. The fear of needles or injections can be a significant source of dental anxiety for some people. For those who require several injections or have a low 

pain tolerance, this could be very challenging.  

4. Fear of the unknown: Because they are unsure of what to anticipate during a dental procedure, many people may feel anxious. For those who have 

never undergone a certain operation before, this may be particularly true.  

5.Past traumatic experiences: Individuals who have had traumatic experiences in their past, either related to dentistry or not, may be more likely to 

experience dental anxiety. 

6.Sensory sensitivities: Some individuals may have sensory sensitivities, such as a strong gag reflex or an aversion to certain smells or tastes, which can 

make dental visits uncomfortable and anxiety-provoking.    

7.(6)Anxiety disorders: Finally, people with pre-existing anxiety disorders, such as generalized anxiety disorder or panic disorder, may be more likely to 

experience dental anxiety. 

It's important to recognize that dental anxiety is a real condition, and it's okay to feel anxious about dental procedures. By identifying the causes of your 

anxiety, you and your dental care provider can work together to develop strategies to help you manage your anxiety and receive the care you need for 

good oral health. 

Effects of Dental Anxiety on Oral Health 

(7)Your oral health may be adversely affected by dental anxiety. 

Here are some ways dental anxiety can affect your oral health: 

1.Avoidance of dental care: People with dental anxiety may avoid going to the dentist altogether, or they may delay necessary dental visits, such as routine 

check-ups and cleanings, because of their fear and anxiety.  

2.Poor oral hygiene: People with dental anxiety may also have poor oral hygiene practices because they may be afraid of brushing or flossing, or they 

may avoid these activities to avoid triggering their anxiety. Tooth decay, gum disease, and other oral health issues can occur from a buildup of plaque 

and germs as a result of poor oral hygiene. 

https://www.rejuvdentist.com/dental-anxiety/dental-anxiety/
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3.More invasive treatments: If dental problems are not addressed in a timely manner, they can worsen and require more invasive and complex treatments. 

This can increase anxiety and fear associated with dental procedures, making it even more difficult for people with dental anxiety to seek the care they 

need. 

4. General well-being: Bad oral health may also have an effect on general well-being. For instance, gum disease has been connected to a higher risk of 

systemic health issues like diabetes, heart disease, and stroke. Those with dental anxiety may endanger their general health by avoiding dental care and 

ignoring their oral health. 

If dental anxiety is harming your oral health, it's critical to address it and get therapy. In order to reduce your anxiety and make your dental visits as 

comfortable as possible, your dental care provider can collaborate with you to develop coping mechanisms. You can boost your oral health and general 

wellbeing by managing dental anxiety. 

Management of Dental Anxiety  

(8) There are numerous methods for controlling dental anxiety. Here are a few typical methods:  

1. Communication: Speaking honestly with your dentist about your dental phobia is one of the best ways to manage it. They can collaborate with you to 

develop a treatment plan that addresses your needs and makes you feel more at ease if you let them know about your worries and fears. 

2.Relaxation methods: A variety of relaxation methods can assist lessen anxiety and increase comfort during dental operations. They could consist of 

meditation, guided imagery, gradual muscle relaxation, or deep breathing. You can either practise these methods at home or request that your dental care 

professional walk you through them when you visit. 

3.Distraction techniques Distraction strategies can be helpful in reducing dental anxiety. They could include watching videos, listening to music, or 

concentrating on a certain item in the space. You can reduce your anxiety by turning your focus away from the dental operation. 

4.(9)Cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT): CBT is a form of therapy that can help you learn new ways to think and behave in response to your anxiety. It 

can be helpful in managing dental anxiety by helping you reframe your thoughts and develop coping strategies. 

5. 

Sedation or anesthesia: In some cases, sedation or anesthesia may be necessary to help manage dental anxiety. Your dental care provider may recommend 

different types of sedation or anesthesia depending on the procedure and your level of anxiety. 

It's important to work with your dental care provider to develop a plan for managing your dental anxiety. By taking steps to address your fears and 

concerns, you can receive the care you need for good oral health and improve your overall well-being. 

Conclusion  

When individuals experience dental anxiety, they may avoid or delay dental visits, leading to poor oral hygiene, which can result in tooth decay, gum 

disease, and other dental problems. 

Moreover, dental anxiety can also result in more extensive dental problems due to delayed treatment, leading to the need for more complex and invasive 

procedures. This can cause further anxiety and perpetuate a cycle of dental anxiety, avoidance, and worsening oral health. 

Dental anxiety can also affect an individual's overall quality of life, including their self-esteem, social interactions, and work performance, further 

exacerbating the negative impact on mental health and well-being. 

Therefore, it is crucial for individuals with dental anxiety to seek out appropriate support and resources to manage their anxiety, receive regular dental 

check-ups and treatment, and maintain good oral hygiene. By taking a proactive approach and addressing their dental anxiety, individuals can improve 

their oral health and overall well-being, leading to a healthier and happier life. 
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