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A B S T R A C T 

Radiating pain during the eruption of third molars, commonly known as wisdom teeth, presents a significant challenge in dental practice. This review provides a 

comprehensive examination of the causes, mechanisms, clinical implications, and management strategies associated with this discomfort. Radiating pain during 

third molar eruption results from a complex interplay of anatomical constraints, inflammation, and nerve involvement. Understanding these factors is essential for 

accurate diagnosis and effective pain management. Clinical presentation and differential diagnosis help distinguish radiating pain from other sources of discomfort, 

guiding tailored treatment approaches. Conservative measures, such as over-the-counter pain relievers and oral hygiene practices, offer initial relief, while surgical 

extraction may be necessary in severe cases. Innovative techniques like photobiomodulation show promise in pain management. Preventive measures, including 

regular dental check-ups and proactive planning for extraction, can minimize radiating pain. This review underscores the importance of comprehensive pain 

management strategies to enhance patient comfort and optimize oral health during the challenging phase of third molar eruption. 
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1. Introduction 

Radiating pain during the eruption of third molars, commonly known as wisdom teeth, is a prominent phenomenon encountered in dental practice (1). This 

discomfort arises due to a constellation of factors, including inflammation, nerve compression, and pressure on adjacent structures (2). An in-depth 

comprehension of the causes, intricate mechanisms, and clinical implications is pivotal for dentists to provide precise diagnoses, effective management 

strategies, and enhanced patient care (3). 

Radiating pain during the eruption of third molars can significantly impact patients' quality of life and daily functionality. Addressing this issue aligns 

with the overarching objective of minimizing discomfort and optimizing oral health outcomes (4). Research suggests that a substantial percentage of 

individuals undergoing third molar eruption experience varying degrees of radiating pain, ranging from mild discomfort to severe agony (5). This pain 

often leads to functional limitations, including difficulties in eating, speaking, and sleeping, thereby compromising patients' overall quality of life (6). By 

impeding routine activities and causing emotional distress, this pain underscores the necessity for a comprehensive understanding and effective 

management to mitigate its impact and enhance patients' well-being during the critical phase of third molar eruption (7). The primary objective of this 

review is to provide an exhaustive exploration of the multifaceted aspects of radiating pain during third molar eruption. This encompasses a deep 

investigation into the underlying causes, intricate mechanisms, and their subsequent clinical implications (5). Furthermore, the review aims to critically 

evaluate various management strategies, both conservative and surgical, that are employed to alleviate radiating pain during this process (8). By 

synthesizing a broad spectrum of research findings, this review seeks to enhance our comprehension of this complex phenomenon and offer insights that 

can guide effective pain management practices in dental care (9). 

2.Anatomy and Eruption of Third Molars: 

Third molars, colloquially known as wisdom teeth, represent the final set of molars located at the posterior end of the oral cavity (2). Their eruption 

typically commences in late adolescence or early adulthood. The anatomy of third molars comprises the crown, enveloped by enamel, dentin, and pulp, 

as well as roots that extend into the jawbone (10). Eruption involves the gradual movement of these teeth through the gum tissue and into the oral cavity 
(11). However, due to limited space and potential impaction, third molars frequently exhibit irregular eruption patterns, giving rise to discomfort and 

radiating pain (5). A comprehensive understanding of this anatomy and eruption process is indispensable for the assessment and effective management of 
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associated pain (12). The typical timeline for third molar eruption spans from late adolescence to early adulthood, typically occurring between the ages of 

17 and 25 (13). Initial indications of eruption involve the emergence of the crown as it breaks through the gum tissue. Nevertheless, due to anatomical 

constraints and individual variations, this timeline can vary significantly (14). Some individuals may experience earlier or delayed eruption. Additionally, 

third molars often display variations in direction and positioning, leading to impaction against adjacent teeth or the jawbone (5). These variations contribute 

to the potential for discomfort and radiating pain during eruption, necessitating thorough assessment and appropriate management for both dental health 

and patient comfort (2). Radiating pain during the eruption of third molars arises from intricate interactions between anatomical factors and physiological 

processes (5). The limited space within the oral cavity can lead to impaction or improper angulation of these molars, exerting pressure on surrounding 

tissues and nerves (5). Inflammatory responses triggered by the eruption process further exacerbate discomfort. Nerves, including the trigeminal nerve, 

play a pivotal role in transmitting pain signals (15). Compression, inflammation, and nerve irritation synergistically contribute to radiating pain (16). 

Understanding these mechanisms offers insight into the reasons for pain occurrence and underscores the need for comprehensive pain management 

strategies to address the complex interplay of factors during third molar eruption (17). 

3.Causes and Mechanisms of Radiating Pain: 

Radiating pain during third molar eruption emerges from a convergence of multiple factors. Anatomical constraints, such as limited space, irregular 

angulation, and impaction against adjacent teeth or bone, create mechanical pressure on sensitive tissues (18). Inflammation, a natural response to the 

eruption process, further intensifies discomfort (19). Nerves, particularly the trigeminal nerve, transmit pain signals and can be irritated or compressed by 

these anatomical changes and inflammation (20). This multifaceted interplay of physical compression, inflammatory responses, and nerve involvement 

collectively triggers radiating pain (21). Appreciating the synergy of these factors is vital for accurate diagnosis and effective pain management during 

third molar eruption (22). Inflammation, pressure on adjacent structures, and nerve compression are pivotal factors in radiating pain during third molar 

eruption (23). Inflammation results from tissue trauma during tooth movement, causing local swelling and sensitizing pain receptors (24). Simultaneously, 

limited space often forces third molars into awkward positions, exerting pressure on neighboring teeth, gums, and even the jawbone (25). This mechanical 

compression not only induces discomfort but can also exacerbate inflammation. Nerve compression, particularly of the trigeminal nerve, amplifies pain 

signals, contributing to radiating pain (26). Recognizing the synergistic effects of inflammation, pressure, and nerve involvement sheds light on the intricate 

pain mechanisms inherent to the eruption process (27). Numerous studies have delved into the intricate physiological and neurobiological mechanisms 

underpinning radiating pain during third molar eruption (5). Research suggests that the inflammatory response triggers the release of pain-inducing 

molecules, sensitizing nerve endings (28). Nociceptive nerve fibers, including those from the trigeminal nerve, play a central role in transmitting pain 

signals (29). These fibers can be sensitized due to inflammation and mechanical pressure. Additionally, neuroplastic changes in the central nervous system 

amplify pain perception (30). Advanced imaging techniques, such as fMRI and PET scans, have enabled researchers to visualize brain regions involved in 

pain processing (31). These studies collectively unveil the complex interaction of inflammation, nerve sensitization, and central nervous system adaptations 

contributing to radiating pain (30). 

4.Clinical Presentation and Differential Diagnosis: 

Radiating pain during third molar eruption manifests as discomfort originating in the posterior of the mouth and extending to adjacent areas (2). Patients 

often describe it as throbbing or sharp pain that can radiate to the jaw, ear, temple, or neck. Activities such as chewing, speaking, and swallowing may 

exacerbate the pain (32). Tenderness and swelling around the affected area might accompany the discomfort. In cases of impacted molars, pain could also 

be triggered by pressure from adjacent teeth or inflammation (33). These clinical presentations, combined with the patient's description of the pain's origin 

and radiation, aid in distinguishing radiating pain from other dental or medical conditions, facilitating accurate diagnosis and targeted management (34). 

Distinguishing radiating pain from third molars and referred pain from other sources is crucial for accurate diagnosis. Radiating pain from third molars 

typically originates in the molar area and extends outward (5). It intensifies during mastication and might be accompanied by swelling (35). In contrast, 

referred pain often originates remotely, such as in the temporomandibular joint or sinuses, and migrates to adjacent regions (36). Referred pain might result 

from jaw movement or sinus congestion, and its intensity can vary. Clinical evaluation, dental imaging, and patient history aid in discerning between 

these sources, enabling appropriate treatment strategies tailored to the specific origin of pain (37). 

5.Management Strategies: 

Patients experiencing radiating pain during the eruption of third molars often seek relief through conservative approaches before considering surgical 

interventions: 

Over-the-Counter Pain Relievers: Over-the-counter (OTC) pain relievers, such as ibuprofen (Advil) or acetaminophen (Tylenol), are frequently the 

initial choice for alleviating discomfort associated with third molar eruption (38). These medications assist in mitigating pain and reducing inflammation, 

offering temporary relief to patients. 

Anti-Inflammatory Medications: Nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs), such as ibuprofen, naproxen (Aleve), or aspirin, are commonly 

recommended for managing the pain and inflammation accompanying third molar eruption (39). NSAIDs function by inhibiting inflammatory processes 

and diminishing pain signals, rendering them effective options for many patients. 
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Oral Hygiene Practices: Maintaining proper oral hygiene practices plays a pivotal role in managing discomfort during third molar eruption (40). Dentists 

often advise patients to uphold good oral hygiene by gently brushing the erupting molar and adjacent teeth, taking care not to cause further irritation. 

Rinsing the mouth with warm saltwater can also help reduce inflammation and provide relief. 

For more severe cases, surgical approaches may become necessary: 

Surgical Extraction: In cases of severe impaction, pain, or complications such as pericoronitis, surgical extraction of the problematic third molar may 

be recommended (41). Dentists or oral surgeons perform this procedure, often under local or general anesthesia. The primary goal is to remove the source 

of pain by extracting the impacted tooth while also preventing potential future dental issues, such as infection, cyst formation, or damage to adjacent teeth 
(41). 

5.1. Innovative pain management strategies: 

Photobiomodulation: Photobiomodulation, also known as low-level laser therapy (LLLT) or cold laser therapy, has emerged as a promising non-invasive 

technique for managing radiating pain during third molar eruption (42). LLLT involves the application of low-level lasers to the affected area. This therapy 

is believed to stimulate cellular processes, reduce inflammation, and promote tissue repair, ultimately aiding in the alleviation of pain and discomfort (42). 

6.Preventive Measures: 

Preventing or minimizing radiating pain during third molar eruption is often preferable to treatment: 

Regular Dental Check-Ups: Dental practitioners can educate patients about the importance of regular dental check-ups (43). These check-ups enable 

dentists to monitor the progress of third molar eruption and address any emerging issues promptly. Early detection of potential problems can help prevent 

or minimize radiating pain. 

Proactive Planning: Proactive planning for potential extraction of third molars is another preventive measure (41). Dentists can assess the positioning and 

potential complications of third molars through dental imaging and patient history. If extraction is deemed necessary to prevent future issues or discomfort, 

scheduling the procedure proactively can help patients avoid or minimize radiating pain associated with problematic third molars. 

7.Conclusion 

Radiating pain during the eruption of third molars represents a multifaceted challenge in dental practice. Dentists must comprehend its causes and 

mechanisms for accurate diagnosis and management. By exploring emerging pain management methods and emphasizing prevention, dental professionals 

can significantly improve patient outcomes, minimize discomfort, and optimize oral health. 
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