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ABSTRACT 

This study undertakes a critical analysis of the integration of Royal Enfield motorcycles in the cinematic narratives of the films "Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara" and 

"Rang De Basanti." This study investigates the impact of product placements on the overall atmosphere of films and their potential to change customers' perceptions 

of brands. By analyzing these marketing strategies, the research reveals the complex effectiveness of such tactics. The motorcycles under consideration beyond 

their functional role as means of transportation, acquiring symbolic importance as they encapsulate the protagonists' aspirations and represent their longing for 

liberation. Through a cohesive integration, these components contribute to the reinforcement of the narrative, facilitating an enhanced emotional resonance and 

establishing the brand's unique identity. This research illuminates the interconnected relationship between narrative structures in films and the integration of brands, 

highlighting the noteworthy influence of product placements that surpass conventional advertising tactics. 

Introduction  

Within the ever-evolving landscape of contemporary cinema, the strategic incorporation of brands into storylines has developed as a potent marketing 

tactic, effectively erasing the boundaries between artistic expression and commercial endeavours. The occurrence referred to as product placement 

surpasses conventional advertising methods by seamlessly integrating products and services into the narrative fabric. Automobiles have emerged as a 

prominent category of products within the realm of film, exhibiting a wide range of diversity. Their significant impact lies in their ability to effectively 

communicate messages, evoke emotional responses, and contribute to the overall ambiance of cinematic productions. 

This study examines the relationship between cinematic storylines and brand integration methods, specifically analysing the portrayal of Royal Enfield 

motorcycles in the films "Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara" and "Rang De Basanti." These cinematic endeavours provide captivating platforms for investigating 

the impact of Royal Enfield motorcycles on the atmosphere of the films and their influence on viewers' views of the brand. Within the context of road 

trips, acts of rebellion, and the fostering of friendship, these films possess the ability to capture audiences through the utilisation of aesthetically captivating 

landscapes and narratives that evoke strong emotional responses. The intentional incorporation of Royal Enfield motorcycles in significant sequences 

enhances the veracity, excitement, and companionship within the film narratives, imbuing them with more than just utilitarian purposes but also 

representing the characters' ambitions and the ethos of discovery. 

This study seeks to explore the significance of Royal Enfield motorcycles as product placements in the films "Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara" and "Rang De 

Basanti." The objective is to analyse the impact of these iconic motorcycles on the overall ambiance of the films and afterwards examine their influence 

on viewers' views of the brand. Through an analysis of the incorporation of Royal Enfield motorcycles within the narratives, their congruence with the 

characters' experiences, and their potential impact on audience emotions, this research provides valuable perspectives on the efficacy of product 

placements that extend beyond conventional marketing tactics, instead becoming essential elements of the narrative fabric. 

This case study examines the multifaceted role of product placement, delving into its capacity to foster emotional engagement, bolster narrative 

authenticity, and facilitate viewer connection with both the characters' personal journeys and the brand's ethos. Through our investigation, we aim to 

elucidate the complex interplay between the realms of cinema and advertising, thereby uncovering the profound capacity of Royal Enfield motorcycles 

to embody not only mechanical excellence but also the fundamental essence of a liberated existence, unencumbered by societal norms. This existence, 

akin to the fleeting yet significant moments captured within the cinematic narratives of "Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara" and "Rang De Basanti," epitomises 

a life where each instance holds immense value. 
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Literature review  

Product placement is a strategic collaboration between the film industry and marketing, wherein brands and items are seamlessly integrated into film 

plots. Product placements serve as a means for advertisers to establish an emotional connection with consumers and effectively engage a substantial and 

captive audience, since viewers actively engage with on-screen individuals and storylines. This literature study examines existing research on the topic 

of product placement, with a specific focus on the utilization of Royal Enfield motorcycles within the context of films. 

Product placement in movies: A Theoretical Framework 

Product placement in films has garnered attention from the academic community due to its potential to influence viewers' perceptions, effect brand recall, 

and contribute to the overall narrative ambiance. DeLorme and Reid (1999) introduced a groundbreaking study that conceptualizes product placements 

as an unconventional advertising tactic that leverages the contextual features of a film to subtly convey brand messaging. Based on the theoretical 

framework proposed by Green and Brock (2000) about transportation, it is observed that individuals tend to exhibit a high level of cognitive and emotional 

involvement with narratives, resulting in a reduced differentiation between actuality and fictional elements. As a result, this phenomenon possesses the 

capacity to enhance the memorability and effectiveness of product placements. The use of this theoretical paradigm within the context of Royal Enfield 

motorcycles facilitates an examination of how these motorcycles function as vehicles for audience immersion, cultivating emotional engagement with 

both the characters and the brand. 

The influence on brand awareness and recall  

A multitude of research endeavors have been undertaken to examine the impact of product placements on brand identification and recall. Based on the 

research conducted by Russell and Stern (2006), it was observed that individuals tend to have a higher likelihood of remembering elements that have 

been seamlessly integrated into a narrative. Within the realm of cinematic portrayals, the deliberate use of Royal Enfield motorcycles in films holds the 

capacity to establish a more profound rapport with viewers by strategically integrating them into scenes that showcase exploration and camaraderie. 

Consequently, this practice has the potential to enhance brand recognition and association among moviegoers. According to a study conducted by Grewal 

et al. (2020), an examination from the standpoint of cognitive psychology suggests that emotionally stimulating situations, such as those involving Royal 

Enfield motorcycles, could create memory imprints that result in heightened brand recall and recognition. 

Consumer Perception and Attitude 

The effectiveness of product placements is contingent upon the perceptions of the audience towards both the film and the associated brand. According to 

the study conducted by Jin and Phua (2014), it was determined that the utilization of product placements that align with the overall tone and plot of a film 

has a positive impact on viewership. When considering the application of this concept to the placement of Royal Enfield bikes, it is worth noting that the 

motorcycles' alignment with the themes of adventure and self-discovery portrayed in the film "Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara" has the potential to shape 

spectators' perceptions of the firm as having these particular attributes. D'Astous and Chartier (2000) discovered that the efficiency of product placement 

can be enhanced by considering the compatibility between the product, movie, and audience. 

The phenomenon of emotional engagement and identification 

The efficacy of product placements relies on the crucial elements of emotional engagement and character identification. Escalas and Bettman (2005) 

claim that the occurrence of product placements possesses the capacity to cultivate emotional attachment among audiences, particularly when they are 

capable of empathizing with the individuals depicted using the product. In the context of Royal Enfield motorcycles, the emotional experiences 

encountered by individuals throughout their rides possess the capacity to cultivate viewer identification and emotional resonance, thereby augmenting 

the connection between the audience and the brand. 

The existing corpus of scholarly literature on the subject of product placement provides a conceptual framework for understanding the potential effects 

of featuring Royal Enfield motorcycles in films on factors such as brand recognition, consumer perceptions, emotional engagement, and audience 

identification. This research article aims to contribute to the ongoing scholarly discourse on the interdependent relationship between cinematic narratives 
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and brand placement strategies. It accomplishes this by employing a case study approach, specifically analyzing the films "Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara" 

and "Rang De Basanti," and incorporating diverse ideas and findings from relevant sources. 

Royal Enfield bikes 

The origins of Royal Enfield may be traced back to its inception in 1893 in Redditch, England. In its early stages, the company placed its primary emphasis 

on the manufacturing of bicycles, firearms, and automotive parts. In the year 1901, the aforementioned company achieved a successful production of its 

inaugural motorcycle, thus commencing its esteemed journey in the domain of motorcycling. Royal Enfield has gained significant acclaim in the field of 

motorbikes as a result of its renowned ability to manufacture durable and reliable vehicles. The brand's reputation was further solidified by the unveiling 

of the Bullet model in 1931. The brand's reputation was established by the Bullet's exceptional durability and tenacity, rendering it an enduring symbol 

in its own right. The Royal Enfield brand had a substantial surge in popularity inside the Indian market throughout the 1950s. Given the suitability of 

motorcycles for the prevailing road conditions in India, a subsidiary was established within the Indian market in 1955. The brand quickly garnered favor 

among Indian bikers because to its remarkable longevity and performance. 

The brand identity of Royal Enfield incorporates key attributes such as historical heritage, genuine authenticity, and a spirit of exploration and excitement. 

The bicycles epitomize an enduring sense of exploration and individual distinctiveness. The phrase "Built Like a Gun" underscores the perceived 

durability and extended lifespan commonly associated with Royal Enfield motorcycles. The design aesthetics of Royal Enfield motorcycles are 

characterized by their distinctive features, which are influenced by the brand's extensive historical heritage. The incorporation of vintage-inspired gasoline 

tanks, prominently displayed motors, and spoked wheels serves to evoke a sentiment of nostalgia and genuineness, thereby attracting riders who seek a 

unique aesthetic identity. The brand fosters a dedicated community of individuals who enthusiastically adopt the Royal Enfield lifestyle. Events like as 

"Rider Mania" provide as a venue for enthusiasts to gather and celebrate the cultural and ideological elements linked with the brand. 

In recent years, there has been a discernible resurgence of Royal Enfield on a global level, supported with endeavors aimed at modernization. The 

organization executed contemporary modernization strategies within its production and engineering functions, in addition to its foray into international 

markets. The combination of classic aesthetics and modern technological breakthroughs seen in bicycles generates a broad appeal among persons on a 

global scale. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara 

The Impact of Cinematic Elements on the Creation of Movie Atmosphere.  

The Royal Enfield motorcycles symbolize concepts like as adventure, autonomy, and the quest for exploration. The main characters embark on a road 

trip, a decision that aligns with the idea of Royal Enfield motorcycles as being sturdy and adventurous. The bicycles function as a means via which the 

main characters are able to surpass their ordinary lives and begin on a profound journey of self-discovery. 

The use of Royal Enfield motorcycles fosters a sense of camaraderie within the group of associates. The shared experience of participating in communal 

journeys on unrestricted roadways fosters a deeper bond among the individuals engaged in such activities. Bicycles have a significant part in establishing 

camaraderie among friends and facilitating a unique form of bonding. 

The film's visual aesthetics are enriched by the vintage and iconic presence of Royal Enfield motorcycles, lending the scenes a timeless and classical 

essence. The bicycles seamlessly blend into the picturesque landscape, augmenting the overall visual appeal of the film. 
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Impact on Viewer Perceptions of the Brand 

Favorable Association: The portrayal of Royal Enfield motorcycles in the film generates a favorable association between the brand and the overall themes 

of exploration, companionship, and enjoying a lively existence. Observers frequently perceive Royal Enfield motorcycles as vehicles that offer 

experiencing opportunities and have a sense of adventure. 

Emotional Connection: The portrayal of emotional sensations encountered by the protagonists during their journeys on Royal Enfield motorcycles 

facilitates the formation of an emotional connection between viewers and the brand. The bicycles possess a transcendent quality that extends beyond their 

physical form, assuming a metaphorical role that represents the personal journeys and aspirations of the main characters. 

The brand identity of Royal Enfield exhibits a notable alignment with the attributes of the persons shown in the film. The inclusion of bicycles within the 

narrative functions to reinforce the protagonists' desire for authenticity, independence, and a spirit of defiance, thereby connecting with the existing brand 

identity of Royal Enfield. 

Increased Brand Visibility: The consistent and frequent utilization of Royal Enfield motorcycles in the film aids to develop and sustain a strong and 

recognizable image for the brand. The increased visibility contributes to the reinforcement of the brand's prominence in the minds of viewers and enhances 

brand recall. 

The impact of consumer behavior: Despite the difficulty in directly measuring it, the positive portrayal of Royal Enfield motorcycles in the film has the 

capacity to influence how viewers perceive the brand. As a result, this can lead to increased interest and careful consideration when making decisions 

about purchasing motorcycles. 

In essence, the inclusion of Royal Enfield motorcycles in the film "Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara" serves to greatly augment the underlying motifs of 

adventure, camaraderie, and aesthetic appeal. The use of elements such as adventure, emotive moments, and a distinctive brand personality inside 

advertising exerts a positive impact on viewers' perceptions of the organization. The portrayal of Royal Enfield motorcycles in the film enhances the 

visibility and impact of the brand, potentially shaping customer perceptions and behaviors. 

Rang De Basanti 

Contribution to Movie Atmosphere: 

Symbolising insurrection and Freedom: The Royal Enfield motorcycles featured in the film "Rang De Basanti" serve as powerful symbols of both 

insurrection and freedom, encapsulating a spirit of rebellion and emancipation. The primary protagonists utilize these instruments throughout their journey 

towards self-actualization and their opposition to structural injustices. The motorcycles' powerful and menacing look complements the defiant atmosphere 

of the film in a seamless manner. 

Enhanced Realism: The incorporation of bicycles within the portrayed scenarios serves to enhance the overall perception of authenticity and realism. The 

film's narrative often incorporates outdoor, rural, and challenging settings, so establishing a congruence between the durability and vintage aesthetic of 

Royal Enfield motorcycles. 

Visual aesthetics: The inclusion of bicycles in the film contributes to its visual aesthetics, enhancing its overall visual appeal. The cinematography of the 

picture is enriched by the timeless quality of its classic design and distinctive visual aesthetics. The unique visual appeal of the Royal Enfield motorcycles 

contributes to the emotive ambiance of particular scenarios. 

Impact on Viewer Perceptions of the Brand: 

Association with Heroism and Adventure: The incorporation of Royal Enfield motorcycles in intense and exhilarating scenarios generates an association 

between the brand and the notions of courage and adventure. The spectators see the characters' adept navigation of difficulties and their ability to exceed 

constraints while riding these bicycles, resulting in a significant and positive influence. 

Emotional Connection: The formation of an emotional connection between viewers and the brand is promoted by the presentation of emotive situations 

encountered by the protagonists throughout their journeys on the Royal Enfield motorcycles. The bicycles possess a transcendent quality that beyond 

their practical purpose, assuming a metaphorical role that signifies the characters' personal journeys and steadfast commitment to their objective. 

Reinforces Brand Identity: Enhances and solidifies the perception and recognition of a brand's distinct characteristics and values. The cinematic depiction 

of Royal Enfield motorcycles inside the film serves as a means to strengthen and reaffirm the brand's established identity, which is distinguished by 

qualities such as robustness, longevity, and an inherent notion of liberation. This aligns with the established brand identity and serves to strengthen it in 

the minds of observers. 

Positive Recall and Recognition: The phenomenon of positive recall and recognition refers to the cognitive processes involved in the retrieval and 

identification of previously encountered stimuli or information that elicit positive emotions or associations. The deliberate incorporation of Royal Enfield 

motorcycles in the film ensures them enhanced recall and recognition among the audience. Consequently, there has been a rise in brand recall, as viewers 

exhibit a greater propensity to build an association between the bicycles and the positive feelings and heroic scenarios depicted in the film. 
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Comparison of other products placements in movie 

A strategic marketing approach including the intentional integration of brands into narrative structures of movies is employed to influence viewer 

perceptions and foster brand recognition. In contrast to alternative forms of product placements, the utilization of Royal Enfield bike placements serves 

to unveil the nuanced aspects inherent in this particular advertising approach. The placement of Royal Enfield bikes in the film is genuine and skillfully 

incorporated to reflect the overarching themes of adventure and camaraderie. This phenomenon contrasts with instances of coerced product placements 

that disrupt the coherence of the story. The inclusion of motorcycles in the picture enhances its overall atmosphere, contributing to a heightened sense of 

immersion. In contrast to conventional product placements, the use of Royal Enfield bikes in media content evokes a heightened emotional response. The 

motorcycles serve as symbolic representations of the protagonists' journeys, effectively captivating the audience. The locations of Royal Enfield 

motorcycles in the film align with the narrative progression, establishing an emotional connection. 

The integration of product placements into a film might sometimes appear incongruous with the overarching theme, yet in the case of Royal Enfield 

motorcycles, they effortlessly align with the narrative's tone. Placements that hinder narrative coherence exhibit distinct variations. The alignment of the 

motorcycles enhances the film's credibility and reinforces its brand image. The strategic placement of Royal Enfield motorcycles in films is intended to 

evoke positive responses from spectators by their association with the narrative of the film. When perceived as promotional material, placements that are 

less effective have the potential to elicit skepticism or resentment from viewers. The emotional tone conveyed by the motorcycles contributes to the 

favorable reception of the picture. The posts of Royal Enfield bikes exhibit a sustained impact, in contrast to temporary, superficial placements. The 

amalgamation of these elements renders the film indelible, transcending its duration. This stands in opposition to placements that are not memorable, 

highlighting the significance of integration depth. 

In summary, the effectiveness of Royal Enfield bike placements may be attributed to their authenticity, emotional resonance, narrative congruence, 

favorable response, and enduring influence. When examining these product integrations in relation to others, it becomes evident that there is a significant 

value in establishing a connection between brand messaging and narrative, as well as strategically placing products in a manner that enhances the cinematic 

experience for viewers. 

Ethics of Royal Enfield Bike Product Placement in Movies 

The blurring of the line between commercial promotion and artistic storytelling is a characteristic of effective product placement. The inclusion of Royal 

Enfield motorbike product placements in films raises ethical concerns regarding the preservation of narrative integrity and the immersion of spectators. 

Storytelling: The utilization of Royal Enfield motorbikes in storytelling serves to inherently augment cinematic narratives. These elements contribute to 

the portrayal of individuals and occurrences with greater intricacy and authenticity. The strategic incorporation of organic elements within a narrative can 

contribute to the process of world-building, character development, and scene dynamics. In order to enhance the ethical dimension of the narrative 

experience, it is imperative that the bicycle be intricately linked to the storyline, so serving to broaden the characters' range of options and lifestyles. 

Potential Integrity Compromise: The presence of product placements that interrupt the narrative coherence and undermine the central ideas of a story 

gives rise to ethical considerations regarding integrity. The conspicuous display of Royal Enfield bikes without a clear contextual connection to the 

narrative may potentially be perceived as overt promotion. The inclusion of such placements has the potential to disrupt the narrative flow and serve as a 

reminder to the viewer of the underlying objectives of the brand. 

Transparency and viewer deception: The ethical framework necessitates transparency. In the event that individuals lack awareness of the fact that 

Royal Enfield motorcycles are a strategic marketing tactic, there is a potential risk of eroding trust in the narrative. It is imperative from an ethical 

standpoint that viewers are provided with clear and transparent information on product placements. This is crucial in order to enable them to differentiate 

between artistic decisions made by content creators and the presence of commercial endorsements within the content. The non-disclosure of placements 

may engender a sense of being deceived. 

Handling the Fine Line Creative and Commercial Intentions: Navigating the Delicate Boundary The ethical integration of products inside various 

media platforms aims to strike a harmonious balance between artistic innovation and commercial interests. Filmmakers are faced with the decision of 

whether the use of Royal Enfield motorbikes enhances the narrative or serves as a means to fulfill a marketing agreement. Demonstrating a dedication to 

brand marketing and narrative integrity, the incorporation of the brand within the film is done in a manner that upholds the film's artistic goal. 

Addressing Ethics: The initial step in addressing ethical concerns involves fostering collaboration between marketers and filmmakers. If Royal Enfield's 

involvement is initiated in the first stages of the creative process, there is a possibility that the brand's presence will seamlessly integrate with the narrative. 

Transparent disclosures or acknowledgments can play a crucial role in fostering audience confidence and facilitating open discussions regarding 

commercial placements, thereby enhancing the overall viewing experience of the film. 

The utilization of Royal Enfield motorcycles as a kind of product placement in films necessitates the delicate task of striking a harmonious equilibrium 

between maintaining narrative authenticity and effectively promoting the brand. Effective placements have the potential to enhance narrative development 

and capture the interest of the audience. Achieving a delicate equilibrium between the integration of products and the preservation of aesthetic vision, 

while simultaneously fostering openness and cultivating audience trust, is of paramount importance. 
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Conclusion  

The analysis of the effectiveness of Royal Enfield motorbike product placements in the films "Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara" and "Rang De Basanti" 

illuminates the notable relationship between narrative filmmaking and brand integration. This study has undertaken a thorough analysis of theoretical 

frameworks, brand familiarity, consumer attitudes, emotional engagement, and story authenticity in order to uncover the substantial impact of product 

placements that surpass conventional advertising tactics. The film "Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara" portrays the Royal Enfield motorcycles as objects that 

beyond their practical use and acquire symbolic meaning, serving as representations of the protagonists' aspirations and their predisposition towards 

exploration and the pursuit of new experiences. The seamless integration of the brand within the film contributes to the enhancement of its overall mood, 

so facilitating a positive association. Bicycles assume a prominent position within the film narrative, eliciting themes of exploration, camaraderie, and 

individual development, thereby fostering a profound emotional resonance with the audience. 

Similarly, inside the cinematic work "Rang De Basanti," the Royal Enfield motorcycles serve as potent symbols of rebellion and independence. The 

incorporation of these persons into the film aligns effectively with the underlying concepts, thereby introducing a sense of authenticity and augmenting 

the visual aesthetics. The characters embark on a journey with the intention of confronting and questioning societal injustices. Throughout this journey, 

the bicycles come to represent a powerful symbol of their everlasting determination and bravery. As a result, the presence of these bicycles enhances the 

viewers' understanding and perception of the brand. 

The ethical dimensions of these assignments are also emphasized. When effectively and transparently executed, such connections augment the narrative 

immersion without compromising the visual integrity. The effective incorporation of Royal Enfield motorcycles in the film serves as a demonstration of 

how product placements may enhance narrative elements and shape audience perceptions, all while ensuring a discernible separation between the 

progression of the plot and the marketing of the brand. The continuous partnership between filmmakers and brands is expected to result in the advancement 

of the relationship between storytelling and brand promotion, thereby generating new prospects for innovation in both the cinematic and marketing 

domains. The popularity of Royal Enfield bike placements in "Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara" and "Rang De Basanti" serves as a notable illustration of the 

lasting influence of real brand integration within film storylines. These examples illustrate how items may assume crucial roles in storytelling, evoking 

deep and lasting connections with viewers. 
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