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A B S T R A C T 

In the case of AI, automated systems are making increasingly complex decisions with significant ethical implications, raising questions about who is responsible 

for decisions made by AI and how to ensure that these decisions align with society's ethical and moral values, both in India and the West. Jonathan Haidt has 

conducted research on moral and ethical decision-making. Today, solving problems like decision-making in autonomous vehicles can draw on the literature of the 

trolley dilemma in that it illustrates the complexity of ethical decisions faced in emergency situations, as well as the moral implications of the decisions made. 

However, a series of moral principles must be understood and cited to avoid insufficient mechanistic explanations. Here we present a compilation of ethical positions 

both in India and the West. 
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1. Eastern and Western Values 

Indian moral philosophy is based on the sacred texts of India, such as the Vedas, the Upanishads and the Puranas, as well as the teachings of sages and 

spiritual masters. One of the main characteristics of moral philosophy in India is its emphasis on the importance of right action (dharma) and achieving 

spiritual liberation (moksha) through right action. Right action refers to correct behavior in relation to oneself, others, and the world in general. Right 

action also refers to correct behavior in relation to duty, social duty, and religious duty (Mondal, 2021; Kaur, 2022). 

Indian moral philosophy also focuses on the importance of virtue and self-discipline, and the need to cultivate qualities such as truth, non-violence, 

honesty, compassion, and non-greed. These qualities are considered essential for achieving spiritual liberation and living a virtuous and fulfilling life  

On the other hand, in the ancient West, the School of Paris in the Middle Ages was an important center of philosophical and theological studies. During 

that time, various ethical problems were discussed, including the nature of good and evil, the relationship between faith and reason, and the nature of 

human morality. The students and teachers of the School of Paris also debated on political and social issues, including justice, authority and individual 

freedom.  

The problem of applied ethics has been present throughout history, from the classical positions formulated by Saint Thomas Aquinas on the foundation 

of law as a product of reason and its relationship with the laws of men (Morandin-Ahuerma, 2015), as well as voluntarist positions of the time, for example 

in Saint Bonaventure (Morandin-Ahuerma, 2017), to modern day issues such as artificial intelligence and decision-making. The problem of free will and 

decision-making was one of the important topics discussed in the School of Paris in the Middle Ages. Students and professors debated the nature of free 

will and its relationship to predestination and determinism. Some defended that free will is a capacity of people to make decisions freely and be responsible 

for their actions, while others argued that everything is predestined and there is no freedom of choice. These debates continued for centuries and have 

influenced both Eastern and Western philosophy (Mondal, 2021; Kaur, 2022). 

From the classic positions that Saint Thomas Aquinas formulated on the foundation of the law as a product of reason and its relationship with the laws of 

men (Morandín-Ahuerma, 2015; Morandín-Ahuerma, 2016a), as well as the voluntarist positions of At the time, for example in San Buenaventura 

(Morandín-Ahuerma, 2017a), the problem of applied ethics has been present throughout history up to the present day, when classic problems are addressed 

even in areas such as artificial intelligence (Morandín-Ahuerma, 2022e) and decision-making. 

2. AI Automated Decisions 

Arguably, there is some similarity between the debate about free will and decision-making in the Middle Ages and the current debate about automated 

decision-making through AI. In both cases, the question of responsibility and freedom of choice in decision-making is raised. In the case of AI, automated 
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systems are making increasingly complex decisions with significant ethical implications, raising questions about who is responsible for the decisions 

made by AI and how to ensure that these decisions align with ethical values. and morals of the society. 

In this sense, there are similarities with the medieval debate, since the same concern is raised about how to guarantee that decisions are made ethically 

and morally, only that, in this case, instead of men, machines are making. the decisions. 

However, trying to understand the way in which both natural and artificial entities make decisions that have moral remnants is complicated because a 

strict definition of moral judgment with a universal approach is still lacking (Morandín-Ahuerma et al., 2023). 

The experiments carried out at the beginning of the 21st century by Jonathan Haidt (Morandín-Ahuerma, 2019b) consider that there is, on the one hand, 

logical reasoning, to make weighted moral decisions and, on the other hand, there is a non-rational, emotional way (Morandín- Ahuerma, 2016b), which 

automatically responds to external stimuli (Morandín-Ahuerma, 2019c, 2021b). It has not yet been possible to determine what exactly are the neural 

correlates involved in moral judgment (Morandín-Ahuerma, 2021b) but what is certain is that, through experiments with moral dilemmas, it is possible 

to determine experimentally, some significant aspects that build the judgment (Morandín-Ahuerma, 2019a, 2019d). 

Haidt (2002) has conducted research on moral and ethical decision making. One of his best-known theories is the theory of moral intuition, which holds 

that people make moral decisions based on intuitions and emotions, rather than rational reasoning. According to this theory, people tend to respond 

automatically and emotionally to moral situations, and then use reason to justify their decisions afterwards. 

Haidt (2010) has also proposed that there are six universal foundations of morality: defense of security, freedom, loyalty, authority, tradition, and holiness. 

These six fundamentals are considered universal, since they are shared by different cultures and societies. 

In this sense, Haidt (2012) has proposed that some moral decisions are made intuitively, and not necessarily rational, so these decisions can be difficult 

to explain or justify. However, he has also suggested that these intuitive decisions can be guided by universal principles, such as the six foundations of 

morality mentioned above. 

The so-called tram dilemma, for example, erroneously attributed to Philippa Ruth Foot (Morandín-Ahuerma, 2020b), shows that the same criteria are not 

always used in the construction of a moral judgment (Morandín-Ahuerma, 2021c; Morandín-Ahuerma & Salazar -Morales, 2020b) and, incredible as it 

may seem, even in some artificial intelligence applications such as self-driving cars, there must be a moral judgment in non-stochastic algorithmic creation 

(Morandín-Ahuerma, 2019e). 

The tram dilemma is a classic example used in research on moral decision making, and has been used to illustrate how people make moral decisions in 

emergency situations. This dilemma poses a scenario in which the driver of a tram is about to collide with a group of people who are on the road, and 

must choose between continuing on the planned path and causing the death of those people, or diverting the tram. and cause the death of a single passenger. 

The idea behind the trolley dilemma is that people may have different criteria for making moral decisions in emergency situations. However, this dilemma 

has some limitations as it is a hypothetical scenario and does not necessarily reflect the complexity of moral decisions in real life. Therefore, it cannot be 

considered sufficient to understand how we make moral decisions. It is a tool to understand how different approaches can be given in the same situation. 

Adaptive automated decision-making systems require both brain plasticity for learning (Morandín-Ahuerma, 2022d) and awareness that neuroeducation 

(Morandín-Ahuerma, 2022c) can be an interdisciplinary field of work (Morandín- Ahuerma, 2022b, 2022c) capable of explaining, in many ways, how 

decisions are made both by learning and by synderesis (Morandín-Ahuerma, 2014) which refers to, let's say, intuitive decisions. 

Regarding decision-making in self-driving cars, the tram dilemma literature may be useful insofar as it illustrates the complexity of ethical decisions 

faced in emergency situations, as well as the moral implications of decisions. taken. However, it is important to note that the actual scenarios in which 

self-driving cars must make decisions are much more complex and varied than the simplified tram dilemma scenario. Therefore, a more comprehensive 

and holistic approach is required to address ethical issues in decision-making in self-driving cars. 

In any case, neuromyths persist (Morandín-Ahuerma, 2022a) that cloud the understanding of those who try to explain in a single theory the process of 

moral decision-making, moral judgment and how it is extrapolated to other areas such as artificial intelligence. Above all because, some authors such as 

Searle consider that, after making a decision, there is a distance between said decision and an action, not every decision entails an action but, in some 

areas, as we have already said, decision making. With automated decisions, it is not possible to overcome this decision gap because each decision 

corresponds to an action. Nor can the problem of awareness of decision making be overcome. 

The gap problem is a problem raised by the philosopher John Searle in relation to artificial intelligence and language comprehension. The problem 

concerns the difference between a machine's ability to perform tasks that appear to be intelligent or comprehensive, and its actual ability to understand 

the meaning of what it is doing (Ahuerma, 2016).. 

Searle argues that even though a machine can perform tasks that appear to be intelligent, such as understanding language, answering questions, and 

making decisions, this does not necessarily mean that it actually understands the meaning of what it is doing. According to Searle, a machine can only 

simulate intelligence, but cannot have a true understanding of the world or of language, because it lacks the capacity for mental states and experiences. 

This problem is known as the gap between behavior and understanding. Although Searle's idea has been criticized, his argument has been important to 

the development of artificial intelligence and the philosophy of mind, as it has helped develop a deeper understanding of what intelligence and 

understanding really mean.  
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The mechanistic explanations (Morandín-Ahuerma, 2017e) somehow leave out the metaphysical explanations of moral decision-making, but they have 

not been enough to explain the way in which what we could call a decision tree is followed. Perhaps the distinction between practical rationality and 

theoretical rationality (Morandín-Ahuerma, 2017c) is the most viable way to determine the course of action. The human being is a machine with an almost 

perfect functioning that can, through rationality and synderesis, reach weighted decisions (Morandín-Ahuerma, 2018). 

Decision making (Morandín-Ahuerma, 2020a, 2021a, 2021c; Morandín-Ahuerma & Salazar-Morales, 2020a) can be a complex process that involves 

both logical and rational reasoning as well as intuition and perception. Both approaches have their advantages and disadvantages, and in many cases, they 

can complement each other to make more informed and effective decisions. 

Logical and rational reasoning involves carefully analyzing available data and information, using logic and deduction to evaluate different options and 

reach a conclusion. This approach is useful for making decisions based on facts and objective data and is especially useful in situations where the 

information is complete and accurate. 

Intuition, on the other hand, is based on perception and experience, and can help you spot patterns or connect with non-verbal or subjective information. 

It is a faster and less conscious process. It is useful in situations where information is incomplete or uncertain and can help quickly identify the most 

promising options. 

There are multiple natural mechanisms and in nature that have not been adequately explained, but philosophy is capable of theoretically approaching 

certain concepts (Morandín-Ahuerma, 2017d) that, from a materialist point of view (Morandín-Ahuerma, 2017b) seem to have no been sufficiently 

understood. 

For example, as we have already said, synderesis is a term used in ethics and moral philosophy to refer to the innate ability of the human mind to 

distinguish between good and evil. Synderesis is considered a kind of "inner voice" or moral conscience that guides the human being to make ethical and 

moral decisions. 

The dichotomy between critical philosophical and scientific thought and non-Western thought must somehow converge for the construction of holistic 

explanatory theories that are capable of encompassing all normative and psychological dimensions of the human being (Morandín-Ahuerma et al., 2022). 

Each country, each culture has, from their perspective, different modes of expression and explanation of the phenomena that surround them (Morandín-

Ahuerma & Villanueva-Méndez, 2022; Morandín-Ahuerma et al., 2019). 

3. Conclusion 

Our conclusion is that the problem of applied ethics has been present throughout history, from the classical positions of Saint Thomas Aquinas to the 

present in areas such as artificial intelligence and decision making. The debate about free will and decision-making in the Middle Ages has similarities 

to the current debate about automated decision-making through AI, as concerns are raised to ensure that decisions are made ethically and moral. However, 

it is difficult to understand how both natural and artificial entities with moral remnants make decisions due to the lack of a strict definition of moral 

judgment with a universal approach.  
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