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ABSTRACT  

Alopecia areata is  a complicated genetic, immune-mediated unwellness that targets anagen hair follicles. The unwellness affects youngsters and adults and is 

characterized by spherical or oval patches of hair loss, loss of all scalp hair (alopecia totalis), hair (alopecia universalis), or ophiasis pattern hair loss. Patients 

might also gift with uneven loss in multiple hair-bearing areas. ordinarily associated diseases embody respiratory disorder, rhinitis, atopic eczema, thyroid 

unwellness, and autoimmune diseases, like inflammation and skin condition. Nail abnormalities could precede, follow, or occur at the same time with hair loss 

activity. alopecia has no far-famed age, race, or ethnic preponderance and in distinction to different response diseases like inflammation or lupus, the follicle 

doesn't typically sustain permanent injury and maintains its potential to acquire hair. it's calculable that alopecia affects between 6 and 7 million people within the 

U.S . Genes, the immune and nervous systems have all been concerned within the pathological process of alopecia. though several treatments ar obtainable, 

there's still no cure. Bolstered by new scientific and translational  opportunities from recently revealed genome-wide association studies, AN bold treatment 

development program has recently been initiated by the National alopecia Foundation 

Keywords :-Causes and Symptoms of alopecia areata , its diagnosis , potential treatments and conclusion. 

Introduction of Alopecia Areata :- 

Alopecia areata is a common autoimmune disorder that often results in unpredictable hair loss.It affects roughly 6.8 million people in the United States 

and 147 million people worldwide.In most cases, hair falls out in small patches around the size of a quarter. There may be only a few patches, but 

alopecia areata can affect wider areas of the scalp.If there is a complete loss of hair on the scalp, doctors diagnose alopecia totalis. If there is hair loss 

throughout the entire body, the condition is called alopecia universalis. Alopecia can affect anyone, regardless of age, gender, or race, though most 

cases develop before the age of 30.In this article, we look at the causes and symptoms of alopecia areata, its diagnosis, and potential 

treatments.Alopecia areata may be a malady that happens once the system attacks hair follicles and causes hair loss. Hair follicles square measure the 

structures in skin that type hair. whereas hair may be lost from any a part of the body, alopecia sometimes affects the pinnacle and face. Hair usually 

falls go into tiny, spherical patches regarding the dimensions of 1 / 4, however in some cases, hair loss is additional intensive. the general public with 

the malady square measure healthy and haven't any alternative symptoms.The course of alopecia varies from person to person. Some have bouts of hair 

loss throughout their lives, whereas others solely have one episode. Recovery is unpredictable too, with hair regrowing absolutely in some individuals 

however not others.There is no cure for alopecia, however there square measure treatments that facilitate hair grow back additional quickly. There are 

resources to assist individuals deal with hair loss. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phases of hair growth(fig) 

https://www.naaf.org/faqs
https://www.naaf.org/alopecia-areata
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TYPES OF ALOPECIA AREATA:- 

There are three main types of alopecia areata: 

 Patchy alopecia areata. In this type, which is the most common, hair loss happens in one or more coin-sized patches on the scalp or other 

parts of the body. 

 Alopecia totalis. People with this type lose all or nearly all of the hair on their scalp. 

 Alopecia universalis. In this type, which is rare, there is a complete or nearly complete loss of hair on the scalp, face, and rest of the body. 

Other forms of Alopecia:- 

Diffuse alopecia ends up in sharp and sudden cutting of the hair everywhere the scalp. It will be arduous to diagnose as a result of it's a great deal like 

different types of hair loss like telogen emission or male or feminine pattern hair loss. 

Ophiasis phalacrosis includes a distinctive pattern of hair loss, which has the edges and lower back of the scalp (called the os region) within the form 

of a band. Ophiasis alopecia will be tougher to treat, as a result of it doesn't respond as quickly to medication. 

With every type of alopecia, hair loss and regrowth will be terribly unpredictable and alternating (happen over and over), for several years. tho' for a 

few individuals, hair might grow and not fall out once more. presently there's no cure for alopecia. However, your hair follicles stay alive in spite of 

what sort you've got. this implies that hair regrowth will happen once a few years of severe or widespread hair loss. 

There are many treatment choices accessible for these completely different types of alopecia. the sole thanks to make sure what sort of alopecia you'll 

have, and also the best course for treatment, is to create an arrangement along with your doctor. 

 

 

 

 

 

  Localized patch of alopecia areata                                      Small patches, merging and forming larger patch 

Causes:- 

 The condition happens once white blood cells attack the cells in hair follicles, inflicting them to shrink and dramatically hamper hair production. 

it's unknown exactly what causes the body‟s system to focus on hair follicles during this means.While scientists ar unsure why these changes 

occur, it appears that biology ar concerned as alopecia is a lot of possible to occur in an exceedingly one who incorporates a shut friend with the 

illness. One in 5 individuals with the illness incorporates a friend WHO has conjointly developed alopecia.Other analysis has found that a lot of 

individuals with a case history of alopecia even have a private or case history of alternative reaction disorders, like immediate allergy, a disorder 

characterised by a bent to be hyper allergic, redness, and skin disease. 

Despite what many of us assume, there's little or no scientific proof to support the read that alopecia is caused by stress. Extreme cases of stress may 

probably trigger the condition, however most up-to-date analysis points toward a genetic cause. 
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Multifactorial etiology of alopecia areata.(fig) 

Symptoms:- 

The most outstanding symptom of alopecia is uneven hair loss. Coin-sized patches of hair begin to fall out, chiefly from the scalp. Any website of hair 

growth is also affected, though, together with the beard and eyelashes.The loss of hair are often fast, developing in barely a couple of days or over a 

amount of a couple of weeks. There is also skin sensation or burning within the space before hair loss. The hair follicles don't seem to be destroyed so 

hair will re-grow if the inflammation of the follicles subsides. those who expertise simply a couple of patches of hair loss typically have a spontaneous, 

full recovery with none style of treatment. 

About thirty p.c of people United Nations agency develop alopecia notice that their condition either becomes additional intensive or becomes a 

continual cycle of hair loss and regrowth. 

About 1/2 patients pass though alopecia among one year, however several can expertise over one episode. Around ten p.c of individuals can prolong to 

develop phalacrosis totalis or phalacrosis universalis.Alopecia areata also can have an effect on the fingernails and toenails, and generally these changes 

ar the primary sign that the condition is developing.  

There are variety of tiny changes which will occur to nails: 

• pinpoint dents seem 

• white spots and features seem 

• nails become rough 

• nails lose their shine 

• nails become skinny and split 

Additional clinical signs include 

• Exclamation mark hairs: this happens once few short hairs that get narrower at their bottom and grow in or round the edges of bald spots. 

• Cadaver hairs: this can be wherever hairs break before reaching the skin surface. 

• White hair: this could grow in areas full of hair loss. 

Alopecia areata primarily affects hair, however in some cases, there ar nail changes moreover. folks with the sickness ar sometimes healthy and haven't 

any different symptoms. 

Hair Changes Alopecia areata usually begins with unforeseen loss of spherical or oval patches of hair on the scalp, however any a part of the body is 

also affected, like the beard space in men, or the eyebrows or eyelashes. round the edges of the patch, there ar typically short broken hairs or 

“exclamation point” hairs that ar narrower at their base than their tip. there's sometimes no sign of a rash, redness, or scarring on the clean patches. 

Some folks say they feel tingling, burning, or cutaneous sensation on patches of skin right before the hair falls out. 

When a clean patch develops, it's exhausting to predict what is going to happen next. the probabilities include 

 The hair regrows at intervals a number of months. could|it's going to|it should} look white or grey initially however may regain its natural 

color over time. 

 Additional clean patches develop. generally hair regrows within the initial patch whereas new clean patches ar forming. 

 Small patches be a part of to make larger ones. In rare cases, hair is eventually lost from the whole scalp, known as phalacrosis totalis. 

 There is a progression to complete loss of hair, a kind of the sickness known as phalacrosis universalis. this is often rare. 
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In most cases, the hair regrows, however there is also sequent episodes of hair loss.The hair tends to acquire on its own additional totally in folks with: 

 Less intensive hair loss. 

 Later age of onset. 

 No nail changes. 

 No case history of the sickness. 

 Nail Changes 

Nail changes like ridges and pits occur in some folks, particularly people who have additional intensive hair loss. 

 Diagnosis: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Doctors area unit sometimes able to diagnose alopecia fairly simply by examining symptoms. they could investigate the degree of hair loss and examine 

hairs from affected areas underneath a magnifier. 

Doctors typically diagnose alopecia by: 

 Examining the areas wherever the hair has been lost and looking out at your nails. 

 Examining your hair and follicle openings employing a hand-held magnifying device. 

 Asking regarding your medical and case history. 

Other health conditions will cause hair to fall go into identical pattern as alopecia. to work out if another condition is inflicting the hair loss, your 

doctor might order blood tests or a skin diagnostic test 

Histopathology:- 

The histopathologic options of alopecia rely on the stage of the present episode and don't vary with the age, sex or race of the patient (Igarashi et al., 

1981). within the acute stage, terminal hairs area unit encircled by neural structure lymphocytes („swarm of bees‟). within the acute stage, faded anagen 

and enhanced catagen and telogen hairs area unit characteristically found. within the chronic stage, faded terminal and enhanced miniaturized hairs area 

unit found, with variable inflammation. technique studies have shown deposits of C3, IgG, and immune gamma globulin on the basement membrane of 

the inferior a part of the follicle (Shimmer and Parker, 2001). throughout recovery, increasing numbers of terminal anagen hairs from regrowth of 

miniaturized hairs and a scarcity of inflammation area unit noted. {alopecia area unitata|alopecia} ought to histologically be suspected once high 

percentages of telogen hair or miniaturized hair are gift, even within the absence of a peribulbar leucocyte infiltrate. The histopathology of the lesion in 

ADTA reveals infiltration of mononuclear  cells round the hair follicles and distinguished pigment incontinence (Garcia-Hernandez, 2000). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swarm of bees’ appearance of the inflammatory infiltrate around terminal hair follicles in alopecia areata. (H&E stain). 
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 Testing 

The pull test helps evaluate diffuse scalp hair loss. Gentle traction is exerted on a bunch of hairs (about 40) on at least 3 different are as of the 

scalp, and the number of extracted hairs is then counted and examined microscopically. Normally, < 3 telogen-phase hairs should come out with 

each pull. If > 4 to 6 hairs come out with each pull, the pull test is positive and is suggestive of telogen effluvium.  

The pluck test involves sequentially pulling out about 50 individual hairs abruptly (“by the roots”). The roots of the plucked hairs are exa mined 

microscopically to determine the phase of growth and thus help diagnose a defect of telogen or anagen or an occult systemic disease. Anagen hairs 

have sheaths attached to their roots; telogen hairs have tiny bulbs without sheaths at their roots. Normally, 85 to 90% of ha irs are in the anagen 

phase, about 10 to 15% are in telogen phase, and < 1% are in catagen phase. Telogen effluvium shows an increased percentage of telogen-phase 

hairs on microscopic examination (typically > 20%), whereas anagen effluvium shows a decrease in telogen -phase hairs and an increased number 

of broken hairs. Primary hair shaft abnormalities are usually obvious on microscopic examination of the hair shaft. 

 

Scalp biopsy is indicated when alopecia persists and diagnosis is in doubt. Biopsy may differentiate scarring from nonscarring forms. Spec imens 

should be taken from areas of active inflammation, ideally at the border of a bald patch. Fungal and bacterial cultures may be useful. 

 

Daily hair counts can be done by the patient to quantify hair loss when the pull test is negative. Hairs lost during the first morning combing or 

during washing are collected in clear plastic bags daily for 14 days. The number of hairs in each bag is then recorded. Scalp hair counts 

of > 100/day are abnormal except after shampooing, when hair counts of up to 250 may be normal. Hairs may be brought in by the pat ient for 

microscopic examination. 

 Treatment  

There is presently no cure for alopecia, though there area unit some types of treatment that may be steered by doctors to assist hair re-grow additional 

quickly. 

Treatments for gentle alopecia 

INTRALESIONAL adrenal cortical steroid INJECTIONS 

This methodology of treatment — the foremost common sort of treatment for arata|alopecia} — uses corticosteroids that are injected into vacant 

patches of skin with a little needle. These injections square measure perennial regarding each four to 6 weeks and square measure sometimes given by a 

specialist. 

TOPICAL Rogaine 

With this type of treatment, a five-hitter topical Rogaine resolution is applied once or doubly daily to assist stimulate hair on the scalp, eyebrows and 

beard to grow. 2 and five-hitter topical Rogaine solutions square measure obtainable however aren‟t sometimes effective for alopecia once used alone, 

however once applied together with topical adrenal cortical steroid medications, some individuals see improved results. 

ANTHRALIN CREAM OR OINTMENT 

This artificial, tar-like substance — conjointly wide used for skin disease — may be a common sort of treatment for alopecia. Anthralin is applied to the 

smooth-faced patches once daily and so washed off usually when a brief time (usually 30-60 minutes later) or in some cases, when many hours 

TOPICAL CORTICOSTEROIDS  

In alopecia, corticosteroids square measure thought to decrease the inflammation round the follicle. Topical steroids will are available in totally 

different brands, strengths and preparations, like solutions, lotions, foams, creams, or ointments.  

Treatments for in depth alopecia, baldness totalis and baldness universalis 

ORAL CORTICOSTEROIDS  

Corticosteroids taken within the sort of a pill area unit typically prescribed for in depth scalp hair loss to do to suppress sickness activity and acquire 

hair. 

TOPICAL therapy 

Topical therapy is employed to treat in depth alopecia, baldness totalis and baldness universalis. this type of treatment involves applying chemicals like 

diphencyprone (DPCP), dinitrochlorobenzene (DNCB) or squaric acid dibutyl organic compound (SADBE) to the scalp. This causes associate degree 

allergic rash (allergic contact dermatitis) that appears like poison oak or Hedera helix, that alters the immune reaction. 

IMMUNOMODULATORS: medication to block THE immune reaction 

Immunomodulatory medication — specifically, Roman deity enzyme (JAK) inhibitors — like tofacitinib (Xeljanz) and ruxolitinib (Jakafi), area unit a 

brand new sort of medical aid being tested for alopecia. These medications were originally approved to treat bound blood disorders and atrophic 

arthritis. they're not approved by the agency for alopecia however, associate degreed area unit solely out there right away within the sort of an oral 

medication. A topical formulation is presently in clinical trials within the us. 
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Biological medical care 

These medications synthesized from recombinant proteins cut back the unhealthful T cells, inhibit T-cell activation and inhibit inflammatory cytokines, 

suggesting a possible role within the treatment of AA. Enbrel may be a agent and a fusion macromolecule receptor consisting of 2 human TNF 

receptors and Fc domain of human human gamma globulin G1. Strober et al. administered fifty mg of Enbrel double weekly to patients with moderate 

to severe AA. They but discovered no vital hair regrowth once twenty four weeks of treatment (Strober et al., 2005). Studies with alternative biological 

agents within the treatment of AA ar still current. In cases wherever all the treatments fail, alternative choices that are reported  for AA ar hair 

transplant, however recently it's solely been performed in eyebrows with sensible results. Another various is micropigmentation, conjointly called 

tattoo; it's been used aesthetically to camouflage varied medical conditions associated with medicine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Algorithm for management of Alopecia areata in different age groups. (∗Adapted with permission from the Editor, J. Am. Acad. Dermatol. 

2010;62:191–202). 

 

CONCLUSION 

Alopecia areata encompasses a nice impact on the looks and psyche of the afflicted individual. Moreover, no uniformly dependable treatment is 

thought. Corticosteroids have shown promising results and ar time tested medication in management over the years. different treatments that are 

used with some success include: Rogaine, anthralin, DNCB, SADBE, PUVA, cyclosporine. With every treatment, facet effects and cosmetically 

acceptable improvement should be thought of. Support mechanisms within the type of native support teams ought to be shaped so as to produce 

content for the affected patients and allay their psychiatrical comorbiditie 
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