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ABSTRACT 

Akbar and the Indian Military Revolution, looks at the change of fighting in South Asia during the establishment and combinat ion of the Mughal Empire. It 

stresses the useful points of interest of how the Imperial armed force battled and ready for war-innovation, strategies, activities, preparing and operations.The 

present research paper intends the Mughal military structure, military organisation of Mughal and mainly discuss the main war tool used in Mughal rule special 

reference with Akbar.The development of Mughal empire chronologically examines weapons (tools) and technology, tactics and operations, organization, and 

concludes the assessing the overall achievements of the Mughal empire. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

The Mughal Empire was a great Muslim power in the Indian subcontinent. The existence and achievements of the Mughal Empire wa s regarded as a 

jewel in the Islamic civilization, comparable to Islamic civilization in al-Andalus during the Umayyads era, Baghdad during the era of the „Abbasids 

and Turkey during the Ottomans [1]. In fact, its establishment in 1526 by Babur was seen as a step to establish an Islamic power in the Asian continent 

to rival the contemporary powers of that time, which were the Ottomans, led by Salim I and the Safavids led by Shah Ismail [2]. 

Elements of focal organization of Akbar and Mughal military framework has diverse significance in records of history. It is the association and course 

of human and material assets to accomplish wanted finishes. Organization as E.N. Hearten says is 'a long and somewhat bombastic word', yet it has a 

modest significance. The word manager got from the Latin word organization, means to really focus on or to take care of individuals to oversee issues 

[3]. 

The tactical readiness during the Mughal realm was of colossal significance. Albeit the sovereign kept up with his own family troops. [4] The Mughal 

state was a voracious Leviathan. [5] It was the better strategies for attack activity that Akbar had the option to catch the most eminent strongholds of 

northern and southern India which were till then viewed as invulnerable. Akbar left once again on his arrangement of development. In 1586, he added 

Kashmir; southern Sindh was taken in 1590; Man Singh vanquished Orissa in 1592; Baluchistan with Makran coast was taken in 1594; and Kandahar 

was surrendered by its Persian lead representative a year after the fact. 

Concerning the states in the Deccan, Akbar had been attempting beginning around 1590 by strategic means to convince them to acknowledge his 

suzerainty and honor him. But the province of Khandesh which consented to his proposition, his agents were obligingly repelled all over the place. 

Military activities began in 1593 and the city of Ahmadnagar was struck yet courageously safeguarded by Chand Bibi, who was constrained to 

acknowledge an arrangement in 1596 by which the provenance of Berar was acquiesced to the Mughals. War broke out once more, destined to be 

ended in 1600 after the passing of Chand Bibi and the fall of Ahmadnagar city. Meanwhile the leader of Khandesh thought again over his 

acknowledgment of the suzerainty of Akbar and settled not to follow it. Planning for a battle with Akbar he depended on the strength of his fort of 

Asisgarh which was shielded by heavy armament specialists who had abandoned the Portuguese. Additionally, it was probably the most grounded 

fortress of the world around then and was so plentifully gave firearms, arrangements, water and weapons that its protectors may sensibly trust that they 

would wait for quite a long time. 

The stronghold of Asisgarh, in any case, stayed out of his span, his cannons could not do anything to its dividers. Aside from broad successes as of now 

Akbar significance rists on the association of the organization on a sound and stable premise, the splendor of his court, the articulation of a sound 

arrangement toward the Hindu or more the entirety of his noteworthy character [6]. 

The Mughal realm, regardless of whether bearing the personality of 'a patrimonial demonstrated his value in various fields of activity. He was an 

Intrepid fighter, an extraordinary general, a savvy executive, an altruistic ruler and judge of character. He was a conceived head of men and can 

properly profess to be perhaps the mightiest sovereign known to history… … During a leave of recently fifty years he developed a strong domain 

which could strive with most grounded and laid out an administration whose hold over India was not challenged by any adversary for about a country. 

His rule saw the last change of the Mughals from simple military trespassers into a long-lasting Indian Dynasty [6]. 
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2.Military Organization of Mughal 

To ensure the success of his mission in unifying India under the Mughal Empire, Akbar implemented several strategies involving military movements, 

changes in administrative policies and formation of cultural and religious reformation. These were carried out to ensure all subjects of the Mughal rule 

enjoy great comfort and harmony without discrimination and at once consolidating the Mughals‟ position in ruling India [7]. Hence, this article 

attempts to look into four strategies by Akbar in his pursuit of „Mughal Union‟, which are the conquest of India, equality po licy in administration. 

In fact the Mughal Empire and its Timurid rulers were heirs to a long standing tradition of intellectual, scientific and artistic achievement. The ancestors 

of Babur and Akbar were at the center of the so-called “Timurid Renaissance” in Central Asia during the 15th and early 16th centuries, a process that 

inspired advances in the arts, literature, architecture, engineering and science rivaling anything accomplished in Italy and 105 Western Europe during 

the same period. Ulugh Beg, Timur‟s grandson, was one of the world‟s leading astronomers and mathematicians and the founder of institutes of higher 

learning in his capital of Samarqand. Babur‟s cousin Hussein Bayqara, the ruler of Heart, was a renowned patron of the arts who made his city into the 

center of an emerging Turkish literary and artistic movement. Babur was himself a prolific writer and poet. His son Humayun was an accomplished 

naturalist and amateur engineer.  Akbar also excelled as an engineer and technician. Abu al-Fazl gives him personal credit for a wide variety of military 

and civilian inventions and innovations. This is almost certainly an exaggeration, but it is clear that he was actively and intimately involved with the 

adaptation and implementation of technology. Akbar and the other leaders of the Mughal Empire came from a family and a culture with a long history 

of intellectual inquiry and a deep familiarity with science and technology [8]. 

3. Tools of War 

A) INFANTRY  

The infantry consisted of Banduqchis or gunmen, Shamsherbaz or Swordmen Darbans or porters, khidmatyas or guards of the envirous of the imperial 

palace, Pehalwans or Wrestlers and Kahars or Doli-bearers. The emperor himself acted or the commander in chief and had a number of commanders 

under him called sipahsalars.  

The real infantry consisted of matchlockmen and the archers. Akbar maintained at the court a body of twelve thousand matchlockmen. Their 

administration was organized into a department with a registrar, a treasurer and a superintendent. These were four grades of minar officers who were 

paid salaries varying from two hundred and sixty dams to three hundred dams. The soldiers were divided into fifteen graders, three grades being 

classified as a class. Their salaries varied from one hundred and ten dams to two hundred and fifty dams. This provided ample room for promotion. The 

archers were some times more effective in the battle than the matchlockmen, because the matchlocks were still not very effect ive. They become heated 

after being fired and had to be left to cool before they could be loaded again. Some infantry was also given to the mansabdars as dakhill troops. A 

fourth of such contingents consisted of matchlockmen, the rest were archers [9]. 

B) CAVALARY  

Cavalary consisted the most magnificent part of the Mughal military system[10].Mansabdari system was nothing but on excellent organization of the 

cavalary.[11]In Europe the horse rider army had distinctive place and in the same way Mughal emperors also gave performance to cavalary. Due to 

mobility and their rapid action the cavalary was considered the most suitable organ for winning the war. Babar won the battle of Panipat with the help 

of 12000 cavalary. During the Mughal period due to poor atmospheric condition the breed of Indian horse was not upto the mark and as a result the 

horses were brought from Kabul, Iran and Khuran. These horses were best in their activeness in comparison to Indian horses. Due to the  galloping 

speed of their horses the Mughals could cover at least 60 miles a day and easily they could attack on India and went back while the Rajputs could not 

chose them[12]. 

There were two kinds of cavalary in Mughal army:  

Silahdar or the soldiers who used to arrange their horses, weapons and other things themselves.  

Vagir or the soldiers who were provided horses and weapons by the state and they used light armour. 

The Mansabdars, (rank-holders) were administrative officers, normally engaged in civil work, but each of them had to furnish the number of troopers of 

which he held the Mansab. The Mansabdari System, therefore, implies that civil officers were bound to render military service whenever they were 

called upon to do up so. On paper there were as many as sixty-six grades of Mansabdars, but in actual practice only half the number (thirty-three). Of 

these the first three grades, ranging from 7,000 to 10,000 were reserved for members of the Royal family. Sometimes exceptions were made to this rule 

and men of extraordinary merits were admitted to the rank of 7,000. Rajah Todar Mal, Rajah Man Singh, Mirza Shah Rukh and Quilch Khan, for 

instance, held the mansab of 7,000 each.TheMansabdars were paid regular salaries from State treasury and were required to pay the cost of their quota 

of horses, elephants, beasts of burden and carts[17]. 

C) ARTILLARY  

Artillery was the specialty of Mughals. It was Babur who used artillery in India. From time to time he made advancement in hi s artillery. They 

established many establishments for artillery. It is said that Humayun had 750 cannons and Akbar considered cannons as the most important means for 

the defense of the state. Akbar successfully developed big cannons like Sherdahad, Fatehlaskar etc. for more comfort and better utility the cannons were 

given the shape of cart. It has been widely admitted by various scholars like captain B.N. Maliwal, Major Shaimlal, Major R.C. Kulshreshtha and Lt. 

Col. Gautam Sharma that Akbar‟s artillery with the exceptions of Turkey, there was no country which was so well equipped with artillery as Mughal 

empire. Some of the cannons were very large and required several elephants and a thousand cattle to transport one of them. The Mughal artillery 

improved as the result of the contacts with Deccan as well as with Europeans.  

Humayun had twenty-one pieces in the Battle of Qanauj; by now Sher Shah had the superiority in the artillery.[13]The Deccan had made greater 

advances in artillery than the north, because of the contact with the Turks and the Persians. The best artillerymen were recognized to be the Europeans 

who had by now settlements on the western coast. Adu-fadl recognizes the importance of artillery.[14]The guns were “carefully distributed over the 
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entire empire, each province being supplied with the suitable variety of pieces”. Artillery was considered necessary for „The seize of fortresses and 

naval actions.” 

D) NAVY  

The Mughal Empire had maintained naval force. The great Akbar maintained a well-organized fleet in order to defend the coasts against the Mughals of 

Arakan and Portuguese from mundalgarh. The naval departments was placed in charge of an officer called Amir-ul-Bahr, or Admiral whose fourfold 

duties were to provide vessels capable of carrying elephants to appoint expert seamen skilled in diagnosing the temper of the sea; to guard the rivers 

and to superintend the imposition, the realization and remission of tools and duties. Naval batteries were installed and sailors were recruited from the 

sea-faring tribes. Allahabad, Lahore, Kashmir, Bengal and Thatta (on bank of river Indus) were main ship building received proper attention during 

great Mughals. Apart from these parts of imperial army there was also an elephant corp. It was maintained in a high state efficiency. The elephants 

were organized into groups of ten, twenty or thirty commonly called Halqas or circles. They were mainly used to break the walls of the fort, terrorize 

the enemy and carrying in battle field[15]. 

E) Elephants 

Long before the Mughal Empire fell into decay, elephants had become principally beasts of burden or means of display, and their role in the battle 

reduced significant. Yet, Akbar made much use of elephants by bringing them into the field in great numbers. Under Akbar the elephants ridden by the 

emperor were called khasah (special), and all others were arranged in groups of ten, twenty or thirty, called halqah. The Elephants were aggregated as 

groups and formed a single division [16]. 

F) Equipments 

During battles, the Mughals used a wide variety of weapons. The generic name for arms and armour was silah (plural aslah). Broadly, they can be 

classified into short arms and weapons for distant attacks [16]. 

Conclusion 

The Mughal military systemand of the general state of the military art was one the greatest powers of the early modern era. By Akbar‟s reign the new 

technology and tactics had become standard practice throughout the region, and the conduct and experience of warfare in South Asia was changed 

profoundly and irrevocably. The development of Mughal empire chronologically examines weapons (tools) and technology, tactics and operations, 

organization, and concludes the assessing the overall achievements of the Mughal empire.  
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