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ABSTRACT: 

Osteomyelitis is an inflammatory condition that results in bone loss and is brought on by an infecting bacteria. The infection may only affect a small section of the 

bone or may spread to the marrow, cortex, periosteum, and the soft tissue around it. Following trauma, bone surgery, or joint replacement, osteomyelitis resulting 

from local dissemination from a contiguous contaminated source of infection might occur. Any bone may be affected, and it can happen at any age. The management 

of this and other paediatric bacterial infections will undoubtedly be impacted by the several novel therapeutic alternatives that are in the works and the current tools 

for precise diagnosis and distinct methods for each form of osteomyelitis prolonged antibiotic therapy is necessary for effective management. Since acute 

osteomyelitis is a rare but deadly condition that primarily affects previously healthy youngsters, it calls for a meticulous clinical assessment and a high index of 

suspicion. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

Osteomyelitis is an infection-related inflammation or swelling of the bone tissues [1]. Bone infections can affect both children and adults and can happen 

for a variety of causes. A systemic bacterial infection that spreads to the bones, often known as sepsis or bacteremia, can result in osteomyelitis [2]. 

Interestingly, archeological finds showed animal fossils with evidence of bone infection, making this a relatively old disease. Various terms were used to 

describe infected bone over the years until Nelaton came up with the term osteomyelitis in 1844 [3]. This form typically affects a child's long bones, such 

as the femur (thighbone) or humerus, and is most prevalent in infants and young children (upper arm bone) [4]. Adult cases of osteomyelitis frequently 

involve the vertebral bones along the spinal column. Staphylococcus aureus is typically the cause of the blood infection, while other bacteria or fungi 

may also be to blame. A neighbouring infection brought on by a traumatic accident, repeated drug injections, surgery, or use of a prosthetic device can 

also cause osteomyelitis [5]. Additionally, those with diabetes are more likely to develop foot ulcers. The organism has a direct portal of entry into the 

compromised bone in each of these scenarios. Osteomyelitis is more prone to occur in those with compromised immune systems. People who have sickle 

cell disease, HIV, or who are taking immunosuppressive drugs like chemotherapy or steroids fall under this category [6]. Depending on the source of the 

infection, osteomyelitis may present as a chronic issue, a quick onset condition, or a slow and moderate condition.  

MATERIALS AND METHOD:  

STUDY SELECTION: 

This review considered papers written in English and the papers were searched using several electronic databases like as Web of Science, PubMed, 

Scopus, Embase, and ScienceDirect without time limitation using the following medical subject titles and keywords 

ADDITION CRITERIA: 

Study selection was supported the following addition criteria 1) subjects limited to dental HCWs in hospitals and dental institutions; 2) studies conducted 

on dental scholars; 3) studies published in English language; 4) studies assessing the knowledge, mindfulness and practice regarding management of 

osteomyelitis and 5) experimental studies. No limitation in terms of publication date was considered in the search strategy.  

DATA EXTRACTION:  

A preformed criteria was used gather information from chosen papers under the following subtitles author; sample size; time; country of study; study 

design and possible confounding factors considered. And, papers were estimated to confirm its relevancy to the study and to confirm the quality of the 

work. also, all needed data about the management of acute osteomyelitis in mandible were gathered from the eligible papers. 

DISCUSSION: 

DEFINITION: 
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Osteomyelitis is an inflammation of bone cortex and marrow that develops in the jaw usually after a chronic infection. 

CLASSIFICATION: 

Classification systems are crucial for documentation, but they also need to be reproducible. They can be clinically helpful if they direct therapy or assist 

predict outcomes.The implementation of any classification system should be appropriate for the specifics of each treatment centre as they have been 

reported in the medical literature [3].To determine the severity of a condition using clinical, radiographic, and laboratory characteristics, a categorization 

system has been proposed [7]. 

DIAGNOSIS: 

Due to the lack of widespread standardisation in many assays, accurate identification of bone infections offers numerous challenges [8]. Along with the 

inflammatory indicators, the clinical symptoms are similarly nonspecific. Obtaining tissue samples for culture may not always assist in verifying the 

diagnosis, and imaging examinations may reveal very little during the acute phase of the disease or may not be very specific during the chronic phase [9]. 

Local symptoms such pain, heat, edoema, and hyperemia as well as systemic symptoms like fever, general malaise, and adynamia can both manifest 

locally and systemically in acute types of osteomyelitis and those with hematogenous origin for up to two weeks [10]. 

MANAGEMENT: 

To achieve early diagnosis and efficient management, patients with acute osteomyelitis receive multidisciplinary care that includes paediatrics, infectious 

diseases, orthopaedics, microbiology, and imaging.Acute osteomyelitis is treated empirically in the first 2-3 days before the etiologic agent and its 

resistance pattern are identified [11]. 

Antibiotic treatment: 

 Medications that are intravenously supplied in doses sufficient to eradicate the infection. The   antibiotics used should adequately penetrate and absorb 

into the bone structure.The obvious options are clindamycin and first-generation cephalosporins because they meet   these requirements [12]. When taken 

orally, the most pertinent antibiotics must have a manageable side-effect profile because the doses usually large.Cefuroxime can be utilised for parenteral 

delivery in the absence of a parenteral first-generation drug [9]. When the culture findings are available, antibiotic selection is influenced by the detected 

organism's susceptibility pattern, and if possible, local microbiology advice is sought to help create a more effective therapy regimen.The pace and depth 

of antibiotic penetration in bone tissues are thought to be key variables in osteomyelitis treatment effectiveness [13]. 

Antibiotics with a high bone/serum concentration ratio: 

The results of clinical research on osteomyelitis patients should be considered when deciding whether an antibiotic will be clinically effective in treating 

osteomyelitis.The preferred treatment for osteomyelitis caused by K. kingae, S. pyogenes, or S. pneumoniae is beta-lactam antibiotics [11]. Reduced 

dosages of mostly oral antibiotics simplify treatment while lowering costs, length of hospital stay, and risk of side effects. They also lower the chance of 

bacterial resistance.Adverse medication reactions are common with prolonged parenteral antibiotics, occurring in 25–38% of patients, while catheter-

related problems affect 50% of patients[14]. 

Special antimicrobial – rifampin: 

Rifampin is well known for its capacity to eradicate slow-growing bacteria found in biofilms.As a result, adding rifampin to another medication that has 

anti-S. aureus activity is frequently suggested in the literature, but this medication should never be used solely as therapy[1]. 

Surgical treatment: 

The surgical indications and particular surgical approach are not well characterised.Surgery is used to treat acute osteomyelitis, especially when an implant 

is involved because only prompt bacterial identification and efficient debridement can prevent the implant from being lost [15]. The issue unique to our 

country is that antibiotics are frequently administered without proper workup, which results in changed clinical symptoms.significant challenges with 

both diagnosis and therapy. The effectiveness of debridement is the most critical component for treating individuals with bone infections [10]. Candidates 

for surgery include those with big abscesses or those whose antibiotic therapy fails within 48–72 hours.The surgical technique can include debridement 

of the metaphyseal bone and cortical window formation in addition to needle biopsy of the bone and aspiration of subperiosteal abscess cancellation bone 

[12]. 

Saline solution should be used for flushing, and there is a clear correlation between the volume of saline solution used and the reduction of bacterial load 

(3–9 L total). During surgery, suitable cultures and samples are acquired for histo-pathological analysis [8]. Rarely, if a satisfactory response is not 

attained, more than one procedure may be needed to reduce the burden of infection.Splints are offered for a few weeks following surgery to avoid 

pathological fractures. 

CONCLUSION: 

Acute osteomyelitis treatment failure rates have decreased as a result of increased knowledge, new diagnostic techniques, and improved care for those 

with easy access to contemporary healthcare.The rate of postoperative infection has been further reduced by infection prevention techniques and 

prophylactic antibiotics.We have seen positive effects from surgical intervention in the form of appropriate debridement of diseased bone with good 

margins and long-term antibiotics.The normal course of treatment includes routine follow-up exams and radiography of the afflicted area.Osteomyelitis 
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is quite expensive and has a negative impact on quality of life.In order to effectively treat this condition, a patient-doctor relationship built on an 

understanding of medicine must be open and honest. 
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